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May the Peace and Blessing 
Of the Infant Jesus 
and His Most Blessed Mother 
be renewed in your heart 
at Christmas 


And during the New Year! 





i 





As a star its kindred ray, 
Mary doth her Child display, 


Like in nature: 


Still undimmed the Star shines on, 
And the Virgin bears a Son, 
Pure as ever. 
(CHRISTMAS SEQUENCE) 
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A MARY CHRISTMAS 


RAYMOND SMITH, O.P. 


Behold, I come .. . to do thy will, O God. 
Ps. 39, 8-9. 


Ga ESUS AND MARY are so inseparable that it seems signifi- 
cant, or at least symbolic and not merely a pun, that in our 
tongue the Yuletide greeting “Merry Christmas” can so 
easily be heard as “Mary Christmas.” 

Mary’s Christmas, her first Christmas, what a memorable one it 
was! True it was spent in a stable and was without the royal splendors 
that should have attended the birth of the King. Yet as she held the 
Infant in her arms, did Mary sing a lullaby to her Baby or whisper a 
prayer to her God? Her gentle lullaby was a prayer and her every 
prayer a lullaby. Never before was so sweet a song sung to so precious 
a Child by so tender a Mother. There was much music in the air that 
night. Angels filled the vault of the sky and their song came from 
Heaven to earth. It was the Glory to God in the Highest. While the 
Blessed Mother wrapped the Lord of creation in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in a manger, shepherds heard the angels’ song. To these 
simple folk a message was delivered: 

Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy which shall be to all the people; for there has been born 

to you today in the town of David a Saviour, who is Christ 

the Lord.? 

The shepherds were asked to leave their sheep and come to see 
the Lamb of God. The thronged little town of Bethlehem was prob- 
ably quiet by now. No one, besides Mary and Joseph, was at the birth- 








1 Luke 2, 10-12. 
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place of the Lord, but only dumb animals. Traditionally these were the 
ox, the donkey, and the sheep: the ox of which it is said: Thou shalt 
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out thy corn on the floor.? Yet this 
Child would some day be crucified by those who were the fruit of His 
redemption. The donkey recalls the triumphal entrance of Christ into 
Jerusalem. While the sheep, of course, is here, for this is the Agnus 
Dei. But lo! The shepherds arrive to behold their shepherd. Mary 
shows them the Blessed Fruit of her womb. The loving Mother and 
Child impart their benediction. 

Mary has just brought the Divine Saviour into the world, and, as 
she looks on these first visitors, she prays that the world will be 
brought back to its God. The reign of Jesus through Mary has begun. 
As the shepherds gaze on the Holy Family, somehow they realize 
something tremendous is before them although they hardly under- 
stand it. The Immaculately Conceived is holding her Redeemer and 
theirs! All they know is what the angels told them, but they do per- 
ceive the beauty of Mary. She is evidently only a Jewish maiden, yet 
there is a maturity, a motherly affection, a warmth about her that 
make them consider her less the young girl and more the queen she 
really is. 


MADONNA AND CHILD 


True the Child is the main object of the shepherds’ attention. It 
is to see Him that they have come. Out of recognition of His great- 
ness these good people fall upon their knees. There is no doubting al- 
ready that this little Child will take after His Mother, although the 
shepherds do not know the reason why this must be so. Looking at 
Mary they realize that the Infant will be a comely youth and a hand- 
some man. Such beauty as this they had never seen in the hills of 
Judea. 

Since it was to be Mary’s delight to be with the children of men, 
it must have been a special favor of God, now that the first half of the 
Hail Mary was completed, that brought her in contact with her future 
children so quickly. In the Divine Mind of the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity all men were at the crib in Bethlehem, that is, all the 
men who would ever adore at the crib. And Mary knew this. She 
knew that with God there is no past nor future, but all things are im- 
mediately present. Although the baby eyes of her little Child could 
barely perceive the small gathering of shepherds paying homage, the 





2 Deuteronomy 25, 4. 
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Divine Mind saw every Christmas scene there ever would be and ev- 
eryone who was in it. ’ 

Christians who have heeded the call of God must some Christmas 
day fall to their knees in prayer at the reproduction of this first Na- 
tivity night. Mary could not see the future as God has it present to 
Himself. But she could, did, and always will pray for all men to be 
included in the elect who come to the spiritual Bethlehem. Mary real- 
ized the signification of the word Bethlehem. It means “House of 
Bread.” She also knew that her Divine Son was to be the Bread of 
Life. The whole purpose of her role in the Redemption of mankind 
was clear to her. Someday, she knew, there would be many Bethle- 
hems, Houses of Bread, in other words, churches and chapels, where 
the Eucharistic Body of Christ would be reserved; and, during the 
solemn celebration of His Sacred Passion, this Bread would be fed to 
His followers in Holy Communion. 


JOYFUL MOTHER 


Perhaps for this one great night Mary saw only the goodness of 
God and not the depravity of man. She saw only what God had given 
and not what man would forget or refuse. That night, in the shep- 
herds, Mary beheld man turned towards God in love and supplication, 
his arms outstretched to receive the gifts of God. There was at the 
crib in the mind’s eye of Mary, the innocence of children, the purity 
of the virgins, the steadfastness of the martyrs, the boldness of the 
confessors. She could see the sacrifices of mothers and fathers, the 
thoughtfulness of the powerful, the meekness of the poor. Before her 
passed all the virtues, graces, and favors man would be given and 
could accept. For this one night, the first Christmas, Mary had all the 
joy of the feast. Since her mind and heart were lifted in prayer to 
God, this was perhaps the most joyful moment of her earthly exist- 
ence. 

Yet there were so many reminders of man’s hardness of heart. 
The humiliating surroundings of a stable for a human being’s birth 
place. Even the coldness of the still night could have impressed upon 
Mary the selfishness of men. And she might have felt sad at the 
thought of holy Joseph’s futile but courageous efforts to provide a 
better lodging. Somehow, in spite of this, since Joseph uttered no 
complaint, Mary could not be distracted from the great mystery of the 
birth of the Saviour. Nothing else really mattered. 

Actually this first Christmas of the Blessed Mother could not be 
other than joyful. The Word was made flesh, from her flesh. Now 








248 Dominicana 


that He was born, now that His human nature no longer dwelt within 
her, Mary would nevertheless keep the Word in her heart, pondering 
upon It constantly. With her mind and heart dedicated to God, Who 
is goodness itself, Mary had no room for any other thoughts. Hence, 
since she had Goodness possessed, there was nothing left to do but 
rejoice. The angels sang and Mary’s heart was dilated with joy. 

But that first Christmas is gone. It is past as far as time is con- 
cerned. To God, however, all things are present, including that night 
in Bethlehem. Each year on earth, where time still measures motion, 
there can be another Mary Christmas. It can be had amidst all the 
additional activities that men have put into Christmas. The cheerful 
greeting of “Happy Christmas” can remind one of the “artless mirth 
of the shepherds.” The Christmas tree that opens wide the eyes of 
little boys and girls and is often a source of joy to the poor, Christ’s 
representatives in the poverty of the stable, has the greenness and 
freshness of things young and new.® The only requirement for a 
Mary Christmas is to exchange gifts with God: to return one’s heart 
for the heart of the Babe of Bethlehem. 





3 St. Andrew Daily Missal. By Dom Gaspar Lefebvre, O.S.B. p. 126. 
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CHRISTMAS, PAST AND PRESENT 


KEVIN CONNOLLY, O.P. 





Fi. q HE FIRST NOEL, the angels did say. Men took up the re- 
femme frain, and for nearly two thousand years the glad cry has 
 @) | resounded again and again; in one place with swelling 

chorus, in another with bated breath; sometimes with ardent 
intensity, sometimes with empty meaning. And now, once more, we 
harken back to that holy night and repeat the angelic song: “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will.” 

It is not strange that we do this, because it has been the custom 
from time immemorial for men to set apart certain days as festival 
days or holy days. The Israelites were commanded to abstain from 
work on special days and to devote their time to prayer; the pagans 
appointed specific days in honour of their anthropomorphic gods and 
sported themselves in their own uninhibited fashion. We of the 
Christian era, following the ancient tradition, take particular events in 
the life of our divine Founder and set aside special days to commem- 
orate these events. Now certainly one of the most important days in 
the life of any man is that of his birth; and when we consider that 
Christ was not only man but God and that He was born of a virgin 
undefiled, then we have much greater cause to set apart His birthday 
for His praise and glory. That we set apart His birthday is evident ; 
that we do it for His praise and glory is, alas, doubtful. 

The story of Christmas begins a long time ago; really when our 
first parents made it necessary for God to become man in order to 
fully atone for man’s sin: against God, which prompts us to cry out 
with the Church: “O happy fault.” So God, out of His infinite good- 
ness and mercy, promised a redeemer; and for many, many years the 
people of Israel waited for that blessed day to arrive when this Mes- 
siah should come and deliver them from their affliction. It was their 
hope in this promise that kept them the chosen people of God; a na- 
tion which formed its whole life around Him; a people who did pen- 
ance for their sins. Their sacred writings make specific mention of 
that great, longed-for day. The prophet, Isaias, tells of the manner of 
His advent: “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.” The 
prophet Micheas reveals the place of His birth: “And thou Bethle- 
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hem, out of thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be the ruler 
in Israel.” Surely, in view of this longing and knowledge, He will re- 
ceive a royal welcome. But time dulled their fervor while pride rotted 
their hope, so that when He did come, they received Him not. 


CHRISTMAS 


Then on that night, so many years ago, it came to pass that the 
promises and prophecies of old were fulfilled, and the Son of God 
became the Son of man; the eternal Word of the Father was made 
incarnate. What an incomparable event is this first Christmas! A trav- 
el-stained man escorts his weary, pregnant spouse to Bethlehem’s inn 
that she might have shelter in this the night of her delivery. But there 
is no room in the inn. How our hearts shout across the abyss of cen- 
turies: “Oh you fools, these are no mere travelers, but Joseph and 
Mary who is with child by the Holy Ghost! Would you turn the Mes- 
siah from your doors ; will you deny shelter to your Redeemer?” But 
the inexorable words echo back : “There is no room in the inn.” Sadly 
the holy pair turn from the habitation of men and take refuge in the 
abode of beasts. Then, in due time and shrouded in mystery, is born to 
us a Saviour ; and this tiny mite of humanity, Who is yet wondrously 
God, lies in a box of straw. From the House of Gold and Tower 
of Ivory He is ushered into the crude and barren stable. Then the 
pace of the beautiful tale quickens as divine Providence summons 
visitors to the manger. Rough, unwashed shepherds leave their flocks 
on the hills and heed the celestial invitation to adore their Saviour at 
Bethlehem. The mystic star draws the rich and powerful Magi to 
kneel at His crib and leave precious gifts at His feet. The king of His 
own people sends sharp swords to taste His divine blood. The gifts He 
accepts ; the blades He evades, for this child has much work to do be- 
fore a lance thrust shall be His lot. Such is the story of the night that 
Christ was born, each detail of which is fraught with holy signification 
for us. 


Now let us see how this holy day has come down to us through 
the years. Our commemoration of the event did not take solid form 
till about the fourth century. This might be the occasion for lifted 
eyebrows, were it not recalled that the Christians of the first three 
centuries were a little too preoccupied escaping the long arm of im- 
perial Rome, to allow themselves the joy of external celebration. The 
pearl of Faith was too precious to be too freely displayed in the 
market-place, for one cannot be presumptuous about the grace of mar- 
tyrdom. Then too, the exact date of Our Saviour’s birth was un- 
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known, and it was only in the reign of Pope Julian I (337-352) that 
December the twenty-fifth was decided upon. The peculiar feature of 
the Christmas liturgy, the privilege of celebrating three Masses, was 
begun very early in the Roman Church and then spread to France 
and the western world, at first reserved to bishops and then gradually 
extended to priests. St. Thomas, in his beautiful mystical interpreta- 
tion of this practice, says that these three Masses signify the three 
births of Christ; His eternal generation by the Father, His birth in 
time from the Virgin, and His birth in our souls by grace. 


THE PAST 


Christmas, as it was passed on from generation to generation 
and from country to country, gradually acquired new and beautiful 
customs. Especially during the ages of faith did these accrue to the 
Infant, fostered by the fervent devotion of His followers. People in 
those days were more sharply divided into the two classes of rich and 
poor; but king and peasant, lord and serf, knelt in equality at the feet 
of the Saviour as did the Magi and the shepherds at Bethlehem. The 
crib, certainly the most popular symbol of Christ’s birth, can be traced 
back to the loving contemplation of His poor man from Assisi. The 
proximity to Christmas of the feast of that kindly old saint, Nicholas 
of Myra, resulted in his being elected the dispenser of the Infant’s 
material blessings. As his name was a bit too intricate for young lips, 
Santa Claus was christened for posterity. From this period come 
many of the carols or joyous songs, commemorating the holy night, 
which so enchant us at this season. The name Christmas came into use 
then among the Germanic peoples. It is the combination of Christ and 
His Mass, which even the rudest peasant knew to be the greatest of all 
His gifts. Each country had its own special traditions to be observed 
on this holy night. Deserving of mention is the manner in which the 
Irish, even to this day, have always welcomed the new-born King. On 
Christmas eve every house, whether stately manor or thatched hut, has 
a candle burning in its window. From the rocky fastnesses of Don- 
egal, through the fair fields of Cavan and Meath, to the very tip of the 
island, the country is illumined with tiny pin points of yellow flame. 
Hugh de Blacam in Gentle Ireland, tells us, “These lights have been 
lit from generation to generation since the Christian Faith first came 
to Ireland; they are kindled (as the fancy goes) to guide the Angels 
who on Christmas night direct the Newborn from the heavens; and 
you will see, too, that in most of the clean-swept, brightly garnished 
houses, the door stands open—a mute invitation to those travelers who 
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once found all doors closed before them.” 

However, times change and our medieval idyll was rudely shat- 
tered by the advent of Protestantism. Stern men broke away from the 
Church, averring as their reason the profligacy of the hierarchy. That 
some members of the Church at this time needed reforming is 
granted ; that the Churclt itself ever needs reforming is firmly denied. 
Ah, if only those erring members had some of the purity of Mary or 
if those prideful innovators had some of the humility of Joseph, then 
a great number of men today would be playing the role of the Magi 
and not that of Herod. But such is the Providence of God that men 
be endowed with free will; and such is the will of men that they repu- 
diate the poverty and love of the stable for the comfort and apathy of 
the inn. At this time, then, the Christmas celebration fared badly. In 
England as early as 1644, we find legislation condemning the foolish- 
ness of Christmas and making it a market-day. Typical of the current 
trend is the story told of one Thomas Massey who arose in Parliament 
against the very name of Christmas. He held that such a papistical 
term should be abolished and moved that in its place the more English 
word, Christ-tide, be substituted. Thereupon Daniel O’Connell stood 
and approved the idea, even amending that the practice should become 
universal. Then he addressed the preceding speaker as “Mr. To-tide 
Tide-y,” thus pricking the bubble of bigotry with the rapier of his wit. 
But no manner of force could chill the hearts of the faithful, and 
Christmas remained with us. Perhaps, indeed, the Irish on the hills, 
the English in caves, and the Bretons on rocky coasts, came the near- 
est to the real imitation of the first Christmas. The dour and austere 
Puritans settled on our shores but brought no memories of the tender 
Christ-child with them. They adored the impersonal Jehovah of Jus- 
tice but could not bring themselves to revere the Infant of Love. 
However, with the coming of immigrants from other countries bring- 
ing with them the warmth of their Christmas traditions, this bleak 
and forbidding atmosphere was, for the most part, dispelled. 


THE PRESENT 


The historic view of Christmas fades as we return to our own 
times and are faced with the reality of the present. It is a confused 
scene that we survey because we live in a world that bears a marked 
resemblance to the unsettled age in which Christ Himself was born. 
As then, it is a time of peace but a peace that is destined not to last 
because it is a worldly peace, built not on love and trust but on fear 
and might. And yet, despite the general unrest, there are many who 
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rejoice in that inner serenity which the Prince of Peace brought to 
our troubled sphere. These are the people who could sincerely wish 
others a “merry Christmas” during the misery and sordidness of a 
global conflict. Such tranquility of soul is ever a mystery to those who 
savor not the things of the spirit but live under the relentless law of 
matter. The difference lies in this, that while Christ’s peace is diffused 
from the soul and is independent of exterior things, the world’s peace 
arises from the stability of external forces which are seldom at rest. 
For this reason those who sit in darkness are as uncomprehending of 
this Christmas peace as they are of the truth for which Mary’s Son 
was born. And yet, they are called to see the light as were the Greeks 
and Romans of old. But as pride, sophism and power kept the heathen 
away on the first Christmas, so now these same vices bar the modern 
pagan’s way to the crib. As a result, Christmas is celebrated in theaters 
and night clubs; it is hailed with unctious sentimentality in the press 
and on the radio; even in the sanctity of the home it is an occasion 
for bibulous festivities. Oh yes, the modern pagan has attached him- 
self to the Christmas star but inside, withal, the old pagan. 

We Catholics, however, are blessed with the realization of the 
true Christmas spirit and the traditions that symbolize it. We can 
adorn the fragrant evergreen and reflect that it signifies the eternity 
of our Saviour. We can enthrall our little ones (and ourselves) with 
the warm story of Santa Claus, while teaching of the Infant Whose 
gifts he distributes. We can sing our carols and know that our broth- 
ers in Christ have sung these very words for ages past. Most of all, 
we can give and receive gifts with our loved ones and know that we 
give and are given with Christ. St. Thomas has given us a very ex- 
cellent Christmas shopping list for our present to the Child. In order 
not to be outdone by the Magi, he has listed similar goods. So we give 
the gold of heavenly wisdom, whereby we recognize Jesus as the Giver 
of all good gifts; we offer frankincense in the form of devout prayer 
and we present Him with myrrh by the mortification of the senses. 
On the other hand, the holy Doctor violates the “Do not open till” 
sign and tells us what the Christ-child is giving us. He says that: “A 
Child is born to us that we might imitate His purity and humility, that 
we might be attracted by His Jovableness and that we might have 
confidence in His mercy.” 

This then is our heritage, whereby we sing with the angels: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will.” 
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T WAS THE YEAR 1607. Less than two decades had passed 
Kai since the Spanish Armada met disaster in the treacherous 
Se} waters of the English Channel. The period of Spanish po- 

litical greatness under Philip II was beginning to wane, and 
France had begun to emerge as a world power. Protestantism was less 
than one hundred years old. Yet already it had succeeded in spreading 
its venom throughout France, Germany, England, and the Low Coun- 
tries. Catholic Spain was one of the few countries that remained al- 
most entirely uncontaminated, for it had strengthened its faith by 
centuries of religious combat against the Moors and the Jews. It re- 
alized fully that the only true and lasting reformation of Christ’s 
Church must come from within. From its confines, therefore, rushed 
numerous saints to fight the new foe at home, and to go to the end of 
the earth to battle against that perennial foe of Catholicism, the pagan 
world. 





THE SAINT 


On August 14 of this very year a son was born to Balthasar 
Fernandez and Anna Garcia de Capillas in the obscure village of 
Baquerin de Campos in the northwestern part of Spain. On the very 
day of his birth he was baptized Francis by his uncle, the pastor of the 
village church. Of the five sons that graced this blessed union Francis 
was the youngest. Unfortunately, like so many others of God’s saints, 
little is known of his childhood. The only glimmer received at this 
early date that God had marked him out for great things is the fact 
that at the age of twelve, while he was at school in Palencia, his fellow 
students were wont to call him “The Saint” because of his angelic 
purity, his meekness, and his constant devotion to Jesus in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Alphonse, his oldest brother, became a parish: priest at Baquerin 
de Campos, while Bernard, the next in age, entered the austere Order 
of Citeaux. Francis, as though in doubt which of his brothers to imi- 
tate, chose the Order of St. Dominic, the happy combination of both 
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the active and the contemplative life. He had been born in August, 
that month so dear to the hearts of all Dominicans, that month of the 
Assumption of Mary, of the feasts of St. Dominic and of St. Hya- 
cinth. Francis’s later life as a Dominican was to rival the lives of these 
two great saints in holiness and in zeal for souls. Moreover, he was to 
attain the glorious crown of martyrdom, that great and pure gift 
which had been denied to these, his illustrious forebears in the Order 
of, Preachers. 


Four years after his arrival in Palencia Francis forsook the 
world and presented himself at the Dominican Priory of St. Paul in 
Valladolid. Here he was received into the novitiate as Brother Francis 
of the Holy Ghost. Later as a student he gave himself to the assidu- 
ous study of St. Thomas Aquinas in the spirit of the great Spanish 
commentators. Here, too, where the memory of St. Louis Bertrand 
was still vivid, a smoldering desire to go to the foreign missions burst 
into flame. It was fanned into white heat by the reports of martyr- 
doms and persecutions in Japan, among the glorious victims of which 
were seventeen of his own brethren in the Order of Preachers. Day 
by day Francis was becoming more certain that the words of Jesus 
were meant especially for him: “Go ye into the whole world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” In this atmosphere of study and 
of prayer he rapidly progressed in learning and in holiness, both of 
which were to stand him in such good stead in his later apostolic life. 


TO FIELDS AFAR 


Upon ordination to the diaconate he entered the recently organ- 
ized Province of the Most Holy Rosary, that Province whose mission 
history is so glorious even to the present day. Almost immediately he 
was assigned to service in the Far East. Thus it was that June, 1631, 
found him and his companions aboard a Spanish ship in the harbor 
of Seville whence they embarked on that long and arduous journey 
that was to take them half way around the world. Surely more than a 
momentary pang of sorrow must have pierced his generous heart as 
they sailed down the beautiful Guadalquivir River to Cadiz, and then 
out on the broad Atlantic till his native land sank below the horizon ; 
and greater still and much more permanent must have been the pain 
of departure from loved ones. Well he knew that this voluntary exile 
of love was for life, for in those days travel was slow, tedious, and 
extremely hazardous, and missionaries who left Europe for the Orient 
gave up all hope of ever returning. Yet he gladly made the sacrifice, 
for his Divine Master had promised: “Every one that hath left house 
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or brethren or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, 
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold and shall possess 
life everlasting.” 


On the voyage to the New World and then across the broad Pa- 
cific to the Philippine Islands. Francis became all things to the soldiers 
and sailors who took ship with him. Doubtless more than one heart, 
hardened to things spiritual by years of laxity and license, was moved 
to repentance by his kindness and generosity, by his readiness to con- 
sole the afflicted, to tend the sick, and by his deep hatred for sin of all 
kinds. 


The journey across Mexico was made on foot in imitation of the 
evangelical poverty of his holy father, St. Dominic. All the while re- 
ligious observances were kept up in so far as was possible, and fervent 
sermons were preached to the Mexicans on more than one occasion. 
Upon reaching Acapulco on the Pacific coast, the missionaries again 
embarked on the final and most arduous lap of their journey, the 
thousands of miles of mysterious and empty ocean that separated the 
New World from the Philippine Islands. Six of Francis’s companions 
died on this long sea voyage, martyrs to that consuming charity that 
made them give up all for the love of God and their fellowmen. 
Surely Francis must have invoked their aid many times to help him 
open the hearts of the heathen to the Gospel of Christ. Surely their 
intercession must have helped him to bear up under his later suf- 
ferings. 

In May, 1632, they landed at Manila, and on June 5 of the same 
year Francis was raised to the dignity of the priesthood. Now he was 
ready. Now he could administer the Sacraments and celebrate Holy 
Mass, the very heart and center of Catholicism. Now he was, accord- 
ing to the words of St. Paul, “taken from among men and ordained 
for men in the things that appertain to God.” Francis’s whole priestly 
life was to be a beautiful commentary on these sublime yet simple 
words. 

The Province,of Cagayan was the scene of Francis’s first labors. 
Though his heart was still in Japan, it was to be almost ten years be- 
fore he was to leave the Philippines; and then it was to be not for 
Japan but for the vast and mysterious empire of China, where 450,- 
000,000 souls without Christ were calling out across the China Sea for 
the means of salvation, as the Macedonians of old called out across 
the Aegean to St. Paul. Meanwhile he busied himself among the Fili- 
pinos. To those entrusted to his care he became a father, a physician, 
a comforter, a teacher. 





te IAEA 











Blessed Francis Capillas, O.P.—Protomartyr of China 257 


At the time the Dominicans were in charge of a hospital at Toco- 
lan, and there Francis was sent as chaplain. Here he took literally the 
words of Christ: “As long as you did it to one of these my least 
brethren, you did it to me.” No task was too menial for him. He 
cleaned the rooms of the sick and made their beds; he washed them 
and took them for walks; he patiently did the countless other duties 
of hospital routine in addition to his constant spiritual ministrations 
which always took precedence. It is written of St. Dominic that he 
had a great and genuine compassion for suffering. Here, then, was a 
son according to the heart of the father; for the corporal, as well as 
the spiritual, works of mercy were Francis’s never-ending practice. 

Yet all the while he was bringing health to the bodies of the sick, 
he was chastising his own body without cease, for the Scriptures 
warn: “I chastise my body and bring it into subjection: lest perhaps, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should become a castaway.” 
Day and night he carried out his penances. He studied, read, and 
wrote his sermons on his knees. His very bed became the hard wood 
of a cross which he fashioned with his own hands. Always on his lips 
was the simple prayer: “Lord, here I am; that Thy holy will be ac- 
complished in me, that is the one desire of my life.” 


Francis’s capabilities and sanctity did not go long unnoticed, for 
soon he was made vicar of the convent of St. Ursula. Here he showed 
the same mildness and gentleness to those under his care as he had 
shown to his beloved sick. It was in the capacity of superior of this 
house that Francis took part in the provincial chapter held at Manila 
in 1641. During this chapter a group of missionaries was assigned 
to China. Francis, however, was made vicar of another house at Tuao, 
and with this new appointment, his hopes of going forth to Japan or 
China seemed to fade forever. 

All his religious life Francis had been perfectly obedient, denying 
his own will in even the slightest things. Now, however, the one un- 
quenchable desire of his life, to preach the Gospel to the heathen in 
China or Japan, could no longer be confined within his heart. Inspired 
by the Holy Ghost, he made it known to his superior. At first his re- 
quest was refused, but when one of the newly appointed missionaries 
providentially fell ill, Francis was named to take his place. 

He went to his new assignment at Tuao with a happy heart, and in 
the short time left before his departure for China, he endeared himself 
to his new charges as he had to others on so many different occasions. 
When word finally came that he was to depart, everyone under his 
care was sad. He alone was overjoyed, for now his hopes of many 
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years were on the verge of fulfillment. He was about to attain his 
heart’s desire, to suffer the loss of everything for Christ. 


THE CELESTIAL KINGDOM 

Because of the piracy and brigandage of the Dutch, the mortal 
enemies of the Catholic Spaniards, Francis and his two companions, 
Fr. Juan Garcia and Fr. Francisco Diaz, were forced to remain on the 
island of Formosa in the midst of the typhoon-tossed China Sea for 
almost a year. When they finally disembarked in the Province of Fu- 
kien, it was April, 1642. Here they encountered a rather backward 
people, for this province is especially mountainous, and its inhabitants 
were thus cut off from contact with the rest of the Empire. Francis 
was assigned to Fogan, and there after some study of the difficult 
Chinese language, he began his ceaseless apostolic labors that were to 
terminate only with his death. 

At Francis’s mission there was already a little band of Catholics, 
some fervent, others still pagan at heart. Under his continual vigilance 
heathen customs were rooted out, conversions made, and the faith of 
those already Catholic was strengthened. Some of his Christians even 
went so far as to perform acts of heroic virtue. Others apostatized to 
save face or to attain temporal goods and honors. Francis had his joys 
and his sorrows, the same joys and sorrows, with few exceptions, that 
confront missionaries of the present day and that will confront them 
till paganism is no more, till “the peace of Christ in the reign of 
Christ” descends upon the whole world. 

Because of the modesty of his bearing and the custody he kept 
of his eyes, the Chinese were accustomed to call him “the father who 
looks neither to the right nor to the left.” Yet as in the case of every 
saint this did not interfere with his love or work for souls. As always 
he was prompt to visit the sick and the dying. No danger or difficulty 
could deter him from carrying out any of his priestly duties. 

The ruler of Fukien at the time was very favorable to the Chris- 
tians. His name was Lang-wu and he resided at Foochow. A Domini- 
can tertiary who had defended the faith in his presence gained from 
the lips of this pagan dignitary a tremendous compliment for Chris- 
tian morality. “The Christian religion,” he said, “is true, good, and 
holy, for it teaches men to do good and to avoid evil.” Needless to say 
the good will of so exalted a potentate was a boom to conversions 
from all classes among the Fukienese. 


STORM CLOUDS IN THE NORTH 
Such a happy state of affairs, however, was not to exist for long. 
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The famous Ming dynasty was then in the days of its final decline. 
Throughout the Empire there had arisen a revolutionary element. 
Chung Ching, the ruling emperor, incapable of putting down the re- 
volt by his own power, made the fatal mistake of calling the Tartars 
to his aid—those same cruel and barbarous men among whom St. 
Dominic had wished in vain to spend his life, and in the midst of 
whom St. Hyacinth is said to have labored for many years. The re- 
volt, began in Peking before the doubtful Tartar aid could arrive. 
Chung Ching, having lost face, hanged himself. The Tartars arrived, 
defeated the revolutionaries, and pushed southward ravaging the 
whole countryside till they came to Fukien where the Catholic Church 
was enjoying such peace and prosperity under Lang-wu, the last 
Ming. These savage hordes brought this peace to a sudden and violent 
end. Here they were especially cruel, for they wished to blot out every 
vestige of the old dynasty and to establish themselves as despots over 
the whole of China. 

To save themselves from torture and death and also to satisfy 
their jealousy, the pagans of the locality cast suspicion on the Chris- 
tians. Because of their insidious lies, Christians and their religion 
were held in the most vile ridicule by the ruthless Tartars who thought 
only of plunder and destruction. 

Francis and Fr. Garcia, his superior, retired to Tingchow which 
as yet had successfully defended itself against the attacks of the in- 
vaders. Fr. Diaz had been accidentally killed by a mob. For several 
months the two priests worked together in the besieged town. Then 
Francis received word that one of the Christians, living outside the 
walls, was gravely ill and in need of the last Sacraments. Immediately 
he begged and received permission from Fr. Garcia to go to the death- 
bed. He managed to slip safely through the Tartar lines and to reach 
the sick person in time. He was able to spend a few days hearing con- 
fessions and giving Holy Communion to the faithful thereabouts who 
for so long had been deprived of the consolation of the faith. 


TORTURE AND IMPRISONMENT 


Things went well with Francis till he began his return journey to 
Tingchow. He had not been on the road long when he was captured 
by a roving band of Tartars. When his identity had been established, 
he was led back in great triumph to Fogan, for to have captured a 
shen fu, or Christian spiritual father, was considered a feat worthy of 
rejoicing. Perhaps there would even be a special reward for the cap- 
tors of so dangerous an enemy. This was to be the beginning of Fran- 
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cis’s passion which was in so many ways to resemble that of his loving 
Saviour. 

Like Jesus Who was sent from Herod to Pilate and from Pilate 
back to Herod, Francis was sent between the military mandarin and 
the civil mandarin. The military mandarin, having searched him in 
vain for money or for. some incriminating evidence, could find no 
cause to put him to death. Thus Francis was-turned over to the civil 
mandarin, a professed hater of all things Christian. Here he was ac- 
cused of all manner of shameful things—of stirring up dissension in 
families, of direspect for the dead, of unchastity, of inciting riots and 
revolt. 

Francis declared in few words the real meaning and purpose of 
his religion, and added that he would rather die than deny it. In fact 
he would consider his death under these circumstances the greatest 
honor that could come to a Christian. The mandarin flew into a rage 
at these words and delivered him to the torturers till he should think 
better of his brashness. 

At the hands of these brutal men the faith of the saint was put to 
the test by one of the most diabolical tortures ever devised by Oriental 
cunning. Francis’s feet were roughly forced between three boards to 
which pressure was gradually applied until all the bones were broken 
and the flesh horribly mangled. One involuntary cry of anguish es- 
caped his lips, but then he grew silent, mindful of Him for Whom he 
was suffering such grave torment. Thenceforth only prayers for his 
captors were heard from his parched lips, as Jesus prayed for those 
who were crucifying Him. 

The mandarin was infuriated and demanded to know the secret 
of his love for suffering. Francis replied simply: “My body suffers, 
but my soul rejoices, for in suffering there is a likeness between me 
and Christ.” He was then forced to read something from his breviary. 
supposedly a book of spells and charms. Opening at random to the 
office of St. Catherine of Alexandria, martyr and protectress of the 
Dominican Order, he described her life and death to his torturers and 
showed her as a model of all the Christian virtues. He went on to say: 
“You see that the law of the Lord of Heaven is not so vile as our 
enemies would have you think; at all times, in all the countries of the 
world great lords and ladies have embraced it, and today many of the 
most respected people of Fogan consider it an honor to observe it.” 

The mandarin, seeing that threats would be of no avail, tried to 
move Francis by a display of kindness. “If you do as I command,” 
he said, “you will be great in my esteem and you will receive many 
favors and great riches.” 
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Francis was, of course, deaf to such worldly allurements. He re- 
plied simply : “I should prefer to lose a thousand lives if I had them, 
rather than to abandon even for an instant my God, Who is my only 
good, my happiness and my delight.” 

Exasperated, the mandarin had him cast into prison side by side 
with the offscouring of the whole province, men accused of all manner 
of crime within the scope of human perversity. From the floor of this 
filthy dungeon Francis was able to write: “I know now what suffering 
really is.” And this from one who had always imposed upon himself 
the most severe penances! Surely the pain of his crushed and bleeding 
feet must have been excruciating. Yet he was able to write again from 
this abode of torment: “I am very happy here”; and yet again: “To 
suffer for the cause of God is an honor for the Christian.” 

The prison soon became his monastery. Deprived of the privilege 
of saying Mass, his breviary and his Rosary were priceless consola- 
tions amid so much human misery. To Fr. Garcia he managed to send 
word: “If the Lord wishes me to stay here all my life, I shall be most 
content ; and if He wishes to call me to Him, I shall be so much the 
more content. Pray for me that God may give me the grace to glorify 
Him in the midst of my torments.” 

The Christians had managed to give Francis food, drink, and 
covering for the cold, wintry nights, for it was coming near the time 
of Christmas. Nearly all the food and drink he gave to the others, 
and under the blanket he slept with two of the dirtiest thieves in the 
dungeon. Such patience and kindness, such trust in God’s goodness 
could not but have a happy effect on his guards and fellow prisoners. 
At the end of two months most of these poor wretches had been con- 
verted to Catholicism, and many, among them the two thieves who 
had shared his blanket, were executed in the sanctifying grace of their 
Baptism. Francis was to have a glorious welcome waiting for him in 
heaven from these souls whom he had plucked from the very brink of 
hell. 

When the civil mandarin heard that Francis was receiving kind 
treatment at the hands of the guards he was furious. The warden was 
severely punished for his leniency. Then Francis, like Jesus, was taken 
out and so cruelly scourged with bamboo rods that for three whole 
days he could scarcely move. The mandarin had hoped eventually for 
ransom, but Francis had forbidden the Christians to supply any. He 
told them rather to give their money to his beloved poor. Shortly af- 
terwards this cruel tyrant received his just reward. While observing 
from the wall of the city the besiegers under the lawful viceroy, Lien- 
Chung-Zao, he was struck by a stray missile and killed instantly. 
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THE PROTOMARTYR 

The violent death of the mandarin, however, did not help Fran- 
cis’s situation in the least. The Christians were accused to the Tartar 
chief of trying to betray the city to the viceroy and his forces. Francis, 
since he was one of their leaders, was condemned to death as a warn- 
ing against any further attempts on their part. When the executioners 
came for him, he was saying the sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary 
with his fervent little band of Christian fellow prisoners. When he 
heard the joyful news that at last he was going to die for Christ, he 
turned and gave his last farewell and blessing to his friends, who were 
very much saddened, and yet happy, to realize that their spiritual fa- 
ther was being taken from them only till they should meet again in 
heaven. : 

“Dwell together in peace, my friends,” said Francis with triumph 
in his voice. “I go now to my death.” 

The saint was led out to a nearby hill. Here he was like Jesus 
stripped of his garments save only his stockings which could not be 
removed because of the horrible condition of his crushed and blood- 
caked feet. His hands were bound behind his back, and he knelt peace- 
fully to receive the blow of the executioner’s sword. It descended 
swiftly and unerringly on the 15th of January, 1648—three hundred 
years ago. 


THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYR, THE SEED OF SAINTS 

From the first the Christians gained possession of the martyr’s 
head which is still venerated in the Convent of St. Paul in Valladolid 
where Francis made his novitiate. The rest of his body was shame- 
fully abused and thrown into a shallow grave near the walls of the 
city where many corrupt bodies already lay. Here it remained ne- 
glected and exposed to the elements for nearly two months. When 
recovered it was recognizable only by the blood-stained stockings. In 
the events that followed it was again lost and never recovered. 

Thus lived and thus died the first martyr of the Church in the 
vast Empire-of China. That he was a true imitator of Christ and of 
his holy father, St. Dominic, is evident. For some unknown reason, 
however, his cause for beatification was neglected until 1909 when 
Pope Pius X declared him blessed. In the decree of beatification this 
“insuperable athlete of Christ and citizen of Spain” is proclaimed in 
glowing terms as a true example of the lengths to which Christian 
heroism can go. For three days Francis’s brethren in Rome celebrated 
his beatification in the Church of Santa Maria sopra Minerva, that 
famous shrine of the Order where so many other glorious events in 
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the history of the Friars Preachers have taken place. When Francis, 
however, will be raised to the altars of the universal Church by solemn 
canonization is in the hands of Almighty God Who will no doubt see 
to it in due time. The Church in China only prays that it will be soon. 

From Francis’s blood has sprung up a numerous progeny of 
martyrs not only in the Order of Preachers, but also in all the other 
Catholic religious Orders and Societies that labor side by side in the 
mud of the mission fields of China. All are dedicated to the immense 
task of preaching the Gospel by word and work to millions of pa- 
gans, which he so nobly and lovingly fostered three centuries be- 
fore. Even today this task is still in its initial stages. At present almost 
the entire Province of Fukien, where Francis was a witness to the 
faith, has been entrusted by the Holy See to his fellow Dominicans. 
Here labor together in peace Francis’s brothers from the United 
States, Spain and Germany. It is for them and for all missionaries 
the world over that the Order of Preachers prays each January 15th: 
“O God, who didst strengthen with wonderful constancy the faith of 
Thy Blessed Martyr, Francis; graciously grant to Thy Church, aided 
by his prayers, that it may merit to celebrate in all places fresh tri- 
umphs of faith.” 
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DEVOTION TO MARY AND HER SCAPULAR IN 
THE ORDER OF ST. DOMINIC 


ADRIAN DIONNE, O.P. 


Translated from the French of Hyacinth Marie Cormier, O.P. 


PART II 
MARY, BESTOWER OF THE DOMINICAN HABIT 


aA/iHEN DOMINIC OF GUZMAN, canon of Osma, left his 

| country in 1203, at the age of 33, and directed his steps 
towards France, it was only in deference to the wishes of 
Diego of Osma, his Bishop. Diego had accepted the mission 
of going to Dacia, a vast region in the north, and there to ask the hand 
of a royal princess in marriage for Ferdinand, son of Alphonse, King 
of Castile. He needed as a companion on this embassy someone whom 
he could trust. He had chosen Dominic, whose modesty, worth, grace- 
ful bearing, and wisdom he held in high esteem. God’s thoughts, how- 
ever, are not the thoughts of men, for in the course of the negotia- 
tions, the young princess died. Thus were the human plans destroyed ; 
the divine plan was soon to become evident. 

In descending the slopes of the Pyrenees on the side of Langue- 
doc, Dominic discovered the whole country overrun by the Albigen- 
sian heresy. Everywhere there were horrible blasphemies against Jesus 
and Mary; sacrilegious ruins; snares laid for the children of the 
Church ; the groanings of the just, cruelly oppressed for their attach- 
ment to the faith. What sorrow for the faithful servant of God! To 
pray and weep would have been too little ; the flame of zeal grew in his 
heart, and burst forth, making him an apostle. He saw a select group 
of men gradually gather around him, eager to enjoy his intimacy, to 
share his labors, and to follow him in combat for God’s cause. 

What a beautiful sight to see this band of apostles advancing to 
the conquest of souls. They had no ostentatious cortege; on the con- 
trary, their poverty forced them to beg their way. They often went 
barefoot and found joy in the humiliations and in the rough treatment 
they received. They were tireless in preaching the gospel everywhere, 
in churches, public squares, private homes. Shining as torches, coura- 
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geous as lions, meek as lambs, they knew how to confound by their 
sanctity, rather than by their words, the calumnies hurled against the 
Church of Christ. Would it happen that after a time these men would 
discontinue their voluntary association, as happened in the case of the 
noble Crusaders when they returned from the Holy Land? God did 
not so will it. The monster of error in different guise is a menace to 
truth in every age. Men of such remarkable virtue, who knew how to 
combat it with so effective a method, merited to increase in number 
and to take root in the soil of the church to the extent of founding a 
new institution: the Friars Preachers. 

If this Order was novel in its end, in its name, in its spirit, and 
in its own type of monastic observance, it was fitting, remarked St. 
Vincent Ferrer, that it have a new habit. Yet, the humble Dominic 
had not given it a thought; he continued to travel, hear confessions, 
and preach, in the habit of a canon regular. It was Mary who inter- 
vened to determine this desirable change, and thus give to Dominic’s 
work a definite sign of her approval. None should be astonished at 
this, for “mothers love to make garments for their children,” and they 
excel in giving these clothes a cut, a form, and a grace, which is pleas- 
ing to their maternal heart. Jacob, displaying a mother’s love, made 
“a coat of divers colors” for Joseph, the cherished child of his 
old age.” 

Was not the holy Founder the privileged child of Mary? Dare 
we maintain that the grandeur of heaven would render the attention 
to such details unworthy of the august Queen? It was Blessed Regi- 
nald who was singled out by Mary to transmit to the entire Order the 
new habit, the gift of her love. 

Reginald of Orleans, celebrated professor of Canon Law at Paris, 
and afterwards dean of the Chapter of St. Aignan in Orleans, decided 
to pass through Rome on his way to visit the Holy Land. In Rome he 
met Dominic and became attached to him. The infant Order provided 
the answer to his aspirations for the perfect life. He resolved then 
and there to join the new Order and made profession into the hands 
of Dominic even before receiving the habit, as was sometimes done at 
that time.* 

Not long afterwards, as has already been said, he was struck 





1 Sermon 1 on St. Dominic. 

2 Genesis xxxvii, 3. 

3 “He promptly bound himself by vow to the profession of his Institute.” 
Office of Bl. Reginald. Blessed Jordan of Saxony wrote that it was the same in 
his case. 
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down by a violent fever. It made such headway that there was no hope 
left for his life. Dominic grew sorrowful for this child of benediction, 
dying almost before he was born. But the Holy Virgin, coming down 
from heaven with St. Catherine and St. Cecilia, approached the dying 
friar and anointed his body, as she spoke some mysterious words. 
At that very moment Blessed Reginald was completely cured! 

Is this all? Indeed no, for this was only the beginning. Mary pre- 
sented to Reginald a whole religious habit, saying: “This is the habit 
of your Order.” Dominic soon learned from Reginald of Mary’s visit, 
and clothed himself with the new habit, such as had been shown to 
him. Little by little he imposed it on his sons everywhere. After the 
apparition Reginald became the object of admiration among the breth- 
ren and, after his death, was mourned by them as a model of virtue 
and a power in the apostolate. His memory will last forever in the 
Order because of the habit and his teachings. 

Such is the story given to us, not by later chroniclers more or less 
suspect of leaning towards legends or of putting too much trust in 
secondary sources, but by the first historians of the Order. Some of 
these were the companions and trusted brothers of Dominic or of 
Reginald; while others were those appointed a few years afterwards 
to gather the traditions that were still living and certain. Jordan of 
Saxony, who was received into the Order by Reginald and who later 
became the immediate successor of Dominic as Master General, re- 
ported the story in this manner.* So did Bartholomew of Trent and 
Bernard Guidonis. Stephen de Salagnac, whose manuscripts are per- 
haps the oldest, is the most explicit, since he dares give Mary the sur- 
name “joyful vestiarian of the Order.” 

Fra Angelico transmitted the common tradition by means of his 
brush. On the gradin of an altar at Cortona he represented Mary, 
clothed in azure and suspended in the air, as she offered to Reginald, 
piously kneeling, the white scapular joined to a black cappa, whose 
capuce is doubled with white. Behind Mary are two saints, who un- 
doubtedly are St. Cecilia and St. Catherine, Mary’s companions at the 
healing and anointing of Reginald. 

Later St. Catherine of Siena in ecstasy heard the same thing in 
different words, when the Son of God told her: “Thy father Dominic 
was a light which I gave to the world by means of Mary, placed in the 





4 Speaking of Mary’s apparition to Reginald, as told by Dominic in chapter, 
Jordan adds: “I was present” (at the chapter). Mary, he said, gave to Reginald 
the complete habit, which indicates that Mary’s gift was of the ensemble, and 
not just one part. (Life of St. Dominic.) 
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mystical body of the holy Church as an extirpator of heresies. Why 
do I say by means of Mary? Because Mary gave him his habit—this 
office was committed to her by My goodness.”5 

Indeed, in the reception of this signal favor from the Blessed 
Virgin, Blessed Reginald was merely St. Dominic’s representative. 
So true is this, that St. Catherine of Siena, who loved dearly the habit 
of the Order as the gift of Mary, hardly knew Blessed Reginald. 
Bartholomew of Ravenna, a Carthusian, made the following deposi- 
tion in the celebrated process of Venice which inquired into the virtues 
and sanctity of St. Catherine: “Catherine added that St. Dominic 
showed her a great multitude of Friars Preachers united with him in 
beatitude, making known to her their merits and their names... . 
Amongst them she saw one who shone with a special glory, and 
whom, she said, was called Bro. Reginald. She asked me when he had 
lived. At first the only one with that name who occurred to me was 
the companion and confessor of St. Thomas Aquinas.* However, she 
did not agree that it was this one. Thinking it over later, I believed, 
and still do, that it was the Blessed Reginald whom St. Dominic re- 
ceived into the Order at Rome and about whom are related in the 
legend of St. Dominic many wonderful things.” 

The mysterious symbolism and harmony seen in the ensemble of 
this habit received by Reginald make it worthy of the maternal love 
which designed and bestowed it. It is made of lamb’s wool, since Dom- 
inic, like Jesus his Master, has the meekness of a lamb, and he desires 
that his children be his faithful image. The outer part of the habit, 
the black cappa, symbolizes humility and the spirit of penance. These 
virtues were characteristic of the life of St. John the Baptist in the 
desert, who “was the voice of one crying in the desert: Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord.’? Like the holy Precursor, the preacher too must 
prepare the way of the Lord, and these same virtues must shine forth 
in his life. Thus, he wears the black cappa. The cappa protects the 
whiteness of the tunic without concealing it entirely. In fact, its black- 
ness sets off in bold relief the brilliant lustre of the tunic and scapular. 

Why this whiteness of the tunic and scapular, if not to symbolize 
the purity which the Order is specially charged by the Immaculate 
Virgin to practice and preach to the world? Its practice is seen in the 





5 The Dialogue of St. Catherine of Siena. Translated by Algar Thorold. 
Newman Book Shop, Westminster, Md. 1944. P. 298. 

8i.e. Brother Reginald, confidant of the Angelic Doctor, to whom St. 
Thomas dedicated his Compendium Theologiae, calling him in the dedication his 
very dear son. 

7 Matthew iii, 3. 
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purity of heart and morals which competent historians tell us was 
found in the lives of the Saints, Martyrs, and incomparable Virgins 
of the Order. It is preached to the world in the purity of Sacred Doc- 
trine which the Friar Preacher must defend everywhere without di- 
minution or compromise, fearlessly and forcefully despite prevailing 
prejudices. If it is necéssary to die for Catholic truth, he does not 
hesitate. The stain of blood is the only blemish allowed upon this im- 
maculate garment. It is even an adornment. Catherine of Siena, who 
longed for this distinctive mark, called it in her gracious language “the 
vermilion rose,”® the sign and privilege of the martyr. 

When we have meditated upon these things, we are not surprised 
that the annalists cited above, and others after them, laid aside their 
pens and knelt down to sing the manifold bounties of Mary towards 
the Order of Friars Preachers, especially the gift of the habit. “Con- 
sider,” says one of them, “that this Mother provides her children with 
a double garment of black and white (Cf. Proverbs xxxi, 21). O, 
Brother, who hast received the mantle of zeal from so illustrious a 
donor, reflect carefully, weigh diligently, and impress upon your mem- 
ory, that even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed as you. There- 
fore, give praise to the Queen of Heaven whose insignia you wear. 
The Virgin has taken great care to make your habit, so to speak, with 
Gedeon’s fleece; it is now up to you to decorate it with morals, con- 
duct, and bearing worthy of it.”® 

Another has the following to say: “Truly happy and glorious is 
this Order of Friars Preachers, which resembles the angelic orders, 
since like the angels the friar is consecrated to praise, bless, and 
preach! Blessed is this Order, which the Virgin Mother obtained from 
her Son to labor for the salvation of the people in these latter days! 
Happy is this Order, which Mary has enriched with a precious habit 
as a sign of predilection! Therefore, beloved Brother, guard your 
royal and virginal habit, so that at all times there may reign in you 
chastity of the body; in your labors, the light of truth; and in your 
heart, a sincere purity.’’?° 





8 Letter CCCXXXI. T. 2. Tommaseo. 

8 An anonymous author of the 13 century, (Tractatus de approbatione O.P., 
vid. Echard, Ecript. ad Ann. MCCXVIII). 

10 Thierry of Apoldia (Bolland. Tom. 1. Aug.) 


(To be concluded.) 








VERY REVEREND TERENCE STEPHEN McDERMOTT, O.P., S.T.Lr. 


Prior Provincial of St. Joseph's Province 


On October 8, 1947, the Provincial Chapter of St. Joseph’s 
Province met in the Domirican House of Studies, Washington, D. C., 
and‘ postulated the Very Reverend Terence Stephen McDermott, 
O.P., for the office of Prior Provincial. The postulation was con- 
firmed in Rome by the Master General of the Order, the Most Rev- 
erend Emmanuel Suarez, O.P. The office of Prior Provincial in the 
Dominican Order is a four-year elective office. The honor has been 
conferred on Father McDermott for the fifth successive time, a thing 
unique in the 700 year history of the Order. 

Father McDermott was born at Eagle Grove, Iowa, on March 
14, 1887. His early education was received in the public and parochial 
schools of that city. After the completion of his classical studies, he 
entered the novitiate of the Dominican Order at Somerset, Ohio, Jan- 
uary 17, 1907. In the following year he made profession of simple 
vows and on January 23, 1911, profession of solemn vows. Having 
completed his philosophical .and theological courses at the House of 
Studies in Washington, he was ordained priest, June 25, 1913, by the 
late Most Reverend Owen B. Corrigan, Auxiliary Bishop of Balti- 
more. From 1915 to 1917 Father McDermott was engaged in teach- 
ing philosophy and church history at the Dominican House of Studies 
in Washington. In 1917 he enlisted in the United States Army as 
chaplain, and, in this capacity, saw almost two years of active service 
in France. 

Upon his return to America in 1919, Father McDermott was ap- 
pointed Pastor of Holy Name Church, Kansas City, Missouri, where 
he laboured for eight years. In 1927 he was elected Prior of the Con- 
vent of St. Catherine of Siena in New York City. Two years later he 
was elected Prior of the Dominican House of Studies, Washington, 
D. C. In addition to his duties as superior, he conducted classes in 
pastoral theology and sacred eloquence. On December 3, 1930, the 
Most Reverend Martin S. Gillet, O.P., Master General of the Order 
at that time, appointed him to the office of Prior Provincial of St. 
Joseph’s Province, in succession to the Very Reverend Raymond 
Meagher, O.P. 

During his long term of office, Father McDermott has proved 
well worthy of the confidence placed in him by Father Gillet and the 
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Provincial Chapters which reelected him. Under his able guidance 
and prudent direction, the Province made progress in every field of 
its endeavor. He has brought honor both to himself and the Order. 

Dominicana offers sincere congratulations to our Provincial and 
prays that God may continue to bless his labours for the good of the 
Church and the Order.. 











FATHER JAMES L. DEVINE, O.P. 











>: THE REVEREND JAMES L. DEVINE, O.P. >} 


The Reverend James Luke Devine, O.P., a missionary in China 
since 1939, kidnapped by Chinese Communist guerrillas last May, 
met death at their hands, according to word received on October 28th. 
A cablegram to the Provincial stated that Father Devine had been of- 
ficially declared dead. He had been stationed at the village of San 
Kan, which is in a mountainous section of the Province of Fukien 
and exposed to constant danger from marauding bandits. 

Two days before the feast of the Ascension, May 13, Father De- 
vine was advised to leave the village, since the approach of a band of 
Communist guerrillas had been reported. However, the missionary 
preferred to remain at his post in order to celebrate Mass for his pa- 
rishioners on the feast of the Ascension. He planned to consume the 
Blessed Sacrament the following morning and leave at dawn for a 
town 20 miles away. At 7 o’clock on the evening of the feast of the 
Ascension a band of about twenty Communist guerrillas suddenly 
broke into the priest’s house. They took his bag, already packed for 
his escape, his money and radio, and noticing his supply of medicines 
for the sick poor required an explanation of the use of each kind of 
medicine, threatening violence if he should give the wrong directions 
resulting in any injury to them. They then led Father Devine away, 
molesting no one else in the village nor harming the beautiful stone 
church. 

The Chinese government did everything possible to bring about 
the release of the missionary, and even posted a reward for informa- 
tion that would lead to his safe return. When word was received at 
the central mission station that Father Devine was tending the sick 
and wounded among his captors, he was thought to be in little danger 
of death. But his release could not be effected, and at the end of Oc- 
tober news of his death was received. 

Father Devine remained in China throughout the recent war and 
served as auxiliary chaplain for the United States armed forces. After 
the war he returned to America for a rest and then went back to his 
post in China last year. 

Father Devine was born in Pittsburgh, Pa., November 15th, 
1905, the son of James and Mary Ann (Hughes) Devine. Having 
completed his primary education in St. Lawrence School, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., whence he graduated in 1921, he attended Aquinas College High 
School, Columbus, Ohio. Providence College, Providence, R. I., and 
then entered the Dominican Order at St. Rose Priory, Springfield, 
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Ky. After the usual philosophical and theological studies in the Do- 
minican Houses of Study in River Forest, Ill., Somerset, Ohio, and 
Washington, D. C., Father Devine was raised to the priesthood on 
June 14th, 1934. Subsequently he was attached to St. Vincent Fer- 
rer’s, New York City; Holy Name Church, Kansas City, Mo.; St. 
Mary’s Church, Johnson City, Tenn.; St. Pius Church, Chicago, IIl. 

Solemn Requiem Masses have been offered for Father Devine in 
the houses throughout the Province. A Solemn Requiem Mass was 
also offered in his home parish at St. Lawrence Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., on November 11. The celebrant was Rev. Gabriel Schneider, 
O.P.; the deacon was Rev. Frederick A. Gordon, O.P., and the sub- 
deacon, Rev. George Q. Friel, O.P. Rev. Bernard C. Werner, O.P., 
preached the eulogy. The Mass was attended by the family, relatives, 
and friends of Father Devine, as well as thirty priests and a hundred 
and fifty Sisters. 

Father Devine is survived by his mother, his brother, John, 
and two sisters, Mrs. Margaret O’Connor and Sister M. Dorothy, 
O.P. To his mother and family, relatives and friends Dominicana ex- 
tends sincere sympathy on the real loss they have suffered. In the Di- 
vine Office for the great feast of the Ascension, on the evening of 
which Father Devine was seized and made captive, the thought is of- 
ten repeated “Christ ascending on high led captivity captive.” Little 
did the valiant missionary realize how soon he himself was to be a 
captive for Christ. That captivity to the forces of this world being 
now ended, let us pray that Father Devine has been led a captive of 
love and devotion to duty to the Commander he served so faithfully 
and loyally. 


*>: THE REVEREND JOHN AQUINAS COWAN, O.P. -/ 


. The Reverend John Aquinas Cowan, O.P., died of heart failure 
on October 7, 1947, in St. Clare’s Hospital, New York, N. Y., about 
a month after having undergone an operation. 

Father Cowan was born in New York on July 5, 1879, of Irish 
parents. His father was Patrick Cowan, a native of King’s County, 
Ireland; and his mother, Bridget (Hussey) Cowan, of Westmeath, 
Ireland. The devout couple were blessed with a family of five children 
of whom Father Cowan was the last. In his early years he attended 
a public grammar school in New York. He received his secondary 
education at St. Francis Xavier High School, New York, and went 
for higher studies to St. Francis Xavier College, New York. 
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Believing himself to be called by God to work for the salvation 
of souls in the Dominican Order, he entered the novitiate at St. Rose 
Priory, Springfield, Ky., where he received the habit from the late 
Very Rev. R. J. Meaney, O.P., on October 23, 1900. After making 
profession into the hands of this same prelate on November 1 of the 
following year, he began his course of studies for the priesthood in 
St. Joseph’s Priory, Somerset, Ohio. In 1905 he was sent to the Do- 
minican House of Studies, Washington, D. C., to continue the course. 
He ‘was ordained priest by Cardinal Gibbons in Baltimore Cathedral, 
on June 21, 1907, and remained in Washington for a year to finish 
his studies. 

In September, 1908, Father Cowan began his ministry at St. An- 
toninus’, Newark, N. J. In the following February he was assigned to 
St. Dominic’s, Washington, D. C., where he did his selfless stint for 
the salvation of souls until the day of his death. In 1913 he was ap- 
pointed subprior and held that position for twenty-two years. For 
most of that period he was also procurator of the house. He served 
St. Dominic’s parish for over thirty-seven years, his entire priestly 
lifetime, save for a few months, a remarkably long station for a re- 
ligious priest in parish work. 

The obsequies were held in St. Dominic’s Church, Washington, 
D. C., on October 9, 1947, in the presence of the Most Reverend Law- 
rence J. Shehan, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore and Washing- 
ton. The celebrant of the Mass was the Very Rev. P. A. Maher, O.P.; 
the deacon, the Rev. R. H. Dewdney, O.P.; and the subdeacon, the 
Very Rev. J. L. Finnerty, O.P. The eulogy was preached by the Very 
Rev. W. P. Doane, O.P., and the Mass was sung by the students from 
the Dominican House of Studies, Washington, D. C. Interment was 
in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Washington, D. C., where the prior of St. 
Dominic’s, the Very Rev. B. P. Shaffer, O.P., imparted the final ab- 
solution. 

Dominicana, in the name of the Fathers and Brothers of St. Jo- 
seph’s Province, offers deepest sympathy to the relatives and friends 
of Father Cowan. 


*: THE REVEREND JAMES ANDREW O'DONNELL, O.P. -/ 


The Reverend James Andrew O’Donnell, O.P., died suddenly on 
October 2, 1947, at St. Pius Priory, Chicago, Ill. Father O’Donnell 
was stricken while preparing to leave for a nearby parish where he 
was conducting a novena. He was 46 years of age. 
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A native of Minneapolis, Father O’Donnell was born on October 
5, 1900, the son of Patrick and Nellie (Scanlon) O’Donnell. He was 
educated at De La Salle Institute and St. Thomas College in that city 
and later attended St. Paul Seminary. He entered the novitiate of St. 
Joseph’s Province in 1923 and was professed on September 25, 1924. 
He was ordained to the priesthood on June 21, 1928. 

After postgraduate studies at Catholic University and Manhattan 
College, New York, he taught at Aquinas College High School, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. Before coming to Chicago he was assistant pastor at 
St. Dominic’s, Detroit, and St. Albert the Great Church, Minneapolis, 
and later was assigned to the Northwest mission band. For the past 
five years he was superior of the Chicago mission band of St. Albert’s 
Province and was stationed at St. Pius’ Priory. 

The Very Rev. Peter O’Brien, O.P., Provincial of St. Albert’s 
Province, was celebrant of the funeral Mass at St. Pius Church on 
October 6. He was assisted by the Rev. John Piec, O.P., and the 
Rev. Thomas Dolan, O.P. The sermon was delivered by the Very 
Rev. Edward L. Hughes, O.P., Prior of St. Pius, who accompanied 
the body for further services in Holy Rosary Church, Minneapolis. 

Survivors include two brothers, Patrick and Robert, and one 
sister, Mrs. Mary Greene. To these and other relatives and friends 
of Father O’Donnell, Dominicana, in behalf of the members of the 
Provinces of St. Joseph and St. Albert, extends sympathy and prays 
the mercy of God on his soul. 




















Summa Theologica of St. Thomas Aquinas, la and la-llae Partes, Vol. |. 
Translated by Fathers of the English Dominican Province. pp. | 161. 
Benziger Bros. 1947. 3 Volumes $38. 


The first volume of the eagerly awaited Benziger edition of 
the Summa has at length appeared on the Catholic book mart. 
The publishers are to be congratulated upon their very compe- 
tent performance of a difficult task. What had been published 
previously in a twenty-two volume set is soon to be available in 
a large (74%4” x 10%”) but infinitely handier three volume edi- 
tion. The complete text, including supplement, appendices, gen- 
eral and classified indices are contained in the three volumes of 
the new edition. The translation of the English Dominicans has 
not been revised or corrected. The short but magnificent pro- 
logue of St. Thomas has been excluded. To the text have been 
added analytical charts preceding each major tract, and in the last 
volume a series of articles on principal points of doctrine by excellent 
and authoritative Thomistic writers has been appended. 

The binding is attractive and seems to be strong and durable. 
The format is both pleasing and practical. Each page contains 
two columns of text. Page headings give question, article, and 
Pars of the Summa and the title of the principal point of doctrine 
treated on each page. The print is large (12 point), standard and 
read easily. 

A set of the Benziger English Summa is an indispensable ad- 
junct to every Catholic College Library. It is recommended with- 
out reservation to men of learning and to all who wish to learn 
the doctrine of the Catholic Church and the mind of St. Thomas. 

T.L.F. 


The First Two Dominican Priories in the United States. By the Very Rev- 
erend Victor F. O'Daniel, O.P., S.T.M., and Reverend James R. 
Coffey, O.P. pp. 290 with index. National Headquarters of the 
Holy Name Society, New York, N. Y. 1947. 


Although Father O’Daniel has written a history of the Do- 
minican Province of St. Joseph and other valuable works on the 
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lives of some of the founding fathers, yet it was thought desira- 
ble to have an historical study concerning the first two Domini- 
can establishments in the United States. This latest volume of 
Father O’Daniel’s, in which Father Coffey has collaborated, con- 
tains a complete and reliable history of St. Rose’s Priory, Spring- 
field, Kentucky, and St. Joseph’s Priory. Somerset, Ohio. Each 
section is complete in itself, containing, besides a history of each 
Church and Priory, biographical sketches of the Fathers who 
have labored in these two religious houses from the pioneer days 
down to our own times. At the end of each part there is a collec- 
tion of full-page photographs of past and present St. Rose’s and 
St. Joseph’s. Thanks to Fathers O’Daniel and Coffey, the Prov- 
ince now has an accurate history of its first two priories. His- 
torians have a record of these two churches, which played an im- 
portant part in the beginnings of Catholicity in Kentucky and 
Ohio. L.L.B. 


Catholic Library Practice. Edited by David Martin, C.S.C. Pp. x, 244 
with bibliographies. University of Portland Press, Portland, Oregon. 
1947. $2.25. 


This symposium is bound to be of immense value to librari- 
ans whether Catholic or not. It gives the answers to many ques- 
tions that are asked by Catholic and non-Catholic librarians and 
readers. Experts have given us chapters on the various fields of 
Catholic library practice. After an introductory chapter on the 
library in Catholic education, the work treats of problems met in 
elementary and secondary school libraries. Sister Mary Repa- 
rata, O.P. has given us the results of her experience in a chapter 
on acquisition and the college library. Other chapters by special- 
ists deal with such subjects as the major seminary library, the 
diocesan bookshop and library, and adult education and the Cath- 
olic reader. 

Bibliography, library administration, Catholic library schools 
and censorship are included in the volume. Sister Mary Alber- 
tina, O.P. has written an interesting account of early contribu- 
tions to librarianship and Sister Mary Luella, O.P. gives an anal- 
ysis of Catholic commercial publishing in the U.S. The history of 
the Catholic Library Association, its officers and publications are 
presented by William A. Fitzgerald. In all, eighteen specialists 
give a complete picture of Catholic librarianship and its relation- 
ship to the library world. It is a welcome addition to library 
literature. R.A. 
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The Works of John Henry Newman. Edited by Charles Frederick Har- 
rold. Apologia Pro Vita Sua. Pp. xxii, 400 with index. A Grammar 
of Assent. Pp. xxii, 394 with index. The Idea of a University. Pp. 
xxxvili, 413 with index. Longmans, Green ard Co., New York. 1947. 
$3.50 per volume. 


During the bombings of London in 1940-41, the entire stock 
of Newman’s books in the Longmans, Green publishing house 
were destroyed. The publishers have decided to put out a new, 
selected edition, planning three or four volumes a season until a 
set of about twenty volumes, or half the original number, is com- 
pleted. Dr. Charles F. Harrold, Professor of English at Ohio 
State University, a sound Newman scholar, has been given the 
task of selecting and preparing the books for press. His intention 
is “to present a balanced and representative set, useful alike to 
Catholic and non-Catholic, to students and readers and scholars 
of various points of view.” 

Evaluation of the set cannot, of course, come before the set 
comes, yet in the three volumes already out, and in the prospec- 
tus of the dust-jacket, the prediction can safely be made that Dr. 
Harrold’s aim will be achieved. The set is attractively bound, the 
print is good, and a select bibliography with an index to each 
volume helps in reference work. Dr. Harrold has also contributed 
a preface to each dealing with differences in the new text from 
that of other editions, and an introduction giving an historical 
setting with some observations on the subject, style, and thought 
of each volume. 

That Cardinal Newman is still being read is apparent from 
the staggering list of books, essays, and articles about him which 
have appeared in a steady stream since his death. That he will 
continue to be read seems secure with the issuing of this attrac- 
tive edition. R.H. 


The Fathers of the Church. A New Translation. The Apostolic Fathers. 
Translated by Francis X Glimm, S.T.L., Joseph M. F. Marique, S.J., 
Ph.D., and Gerald G. Walsh, S.J., M.A. (oxon), Ph.D., S.T.D. Pp. 
401, with special introductions, notes, bibliographies, and index. 
Cima Publishing Co., Inc., New York. 1947. $4.00. 


New translations into the vernacular are at least signs of 
vitality. The impetus here comes from Dr. Ludwig Schopp and 
his collaborators who have initiated with this present volume a 
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rather gigantic project—the presentation in one edition of all 
the works of the Fathers, newly translated into English. The 
editors’ wish that the fruit of their labor may be a monument to 
Christian scholarship in America harkens well for fulfillment. 
Eighty-three American scholars are engaged in the translation 
of the proposed seventy-two volume work. 

A diversity of talent, approach, and intent on the part of the 
translators will naturally give issue to a parallel variance in both 
what is essential to any translation, i.e., conformity with the 
original, and in the important accidental aspect—the moulding 
of the vernacular to the style of the author. Happily there are in 
this initial volume generous footnotes, references, and even brief 
commentaries which clarify much possible ambiguity and dispel 
all fears of infidelity. As for the English, it is graceful, and there 
is avoided that cumbersomeness of language which relegates 
many a translator to dust-gathering on a reference shelf. 


Nineteen centuries is a long, long time and many Christians 
may well read these primitive Christian classics with a sense of 
discovery. They may find themselves joyously like the hero of 
Chesterton’s “Manalive” whose adventures culminated (because 
the world was round) in the most magical of them all—the re- 
discovery of home. These writings leave no doubt as to how lu- 
cidly the Christians of the second and third centuries understood 
the teachings of Christ. In the face of St. Clement’s “Letter to 
the Corinthians,” for instance, one would be hard put to deny 
that the successor of Peter was always acknowledged as the 
Vicar of Christ. 

The echo of tradition is on every page. vigorous and hal- 
lowed. As antidote against our apathy there are the tumultuous 
letters of Ignatius of Antioch, written partly out of fear that the 
Church at Rome would interfere with his martyrdom. 

Perhaps a true concept of Christianity is as alien to the mod- 
ern mind as it ever was to the Pagans who watched amazed over 
its infancy. The questions of the anonymous Diognetus about the 
Christians would not surprise them: “In what God do they trust? 
How does their worship of Him help them, all of them, to care so 
little for the world and to despise death? And what is the charac- 
ter of love that links them one with another?” The answer of 
centuries ago is the answer today. It can be found in the charity 
and wisdom which stirs beneath the tranquil logic of the beauti- 
ful “Letter to Diognetus.” W.H. 
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Faith, Hope and Charity. By St. Augustine. Translated and annotated 
by the Very Rev. Louis A. Arand, S.S., $.T.D. No. 3 in the Ancient 
Christian Writers series. Pp. 165, with notes and index. The New- 
man Bookshop, Westminster, Maryland. 1947. $2.50. 


This handbook of theology is St. Augustine’s response to a 
certain Laurentius, who had requested an explanation of the 
principal points of the Christian faith. After St. Augustine 
penned this short work, he sent it off to his friend with this wish: 
“May its usefulness be equal to its length.” The great doctor’s 
desire will certainly be fulfilled, if the sublime doctrine contained 
in its few pages are learned and lived; for there is nothing of 
greater utility to man than gaining heaven, and eternal happi- 
ness is the infallible reward of the life outlined by St. Augustine. 

Since “God is to be worshipped by faith, hope, and charity,” 
this simple formula is the basis of the treatise. The primary and 
secondary objects of these theological virtues are to be found in 
the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, and, thus, these prayers be- 
come the media for St. Augustine’s explanations. The work, usu- 
ally referred to as the Enchiridion, bears the title Faith Hope and 
Charity, as the Saint himself calls it in the Retractions. However, the 
greater portion (30 chapters) is a discussion of faith, while a 
relatively short section (3 chapters) is devoted to hope and char- 
ity. Creation, the Fall, the Incarnation, the angels, the Church 
and the Sacraments, Purgatory, the resurrection of the body— 
these are a few of the topics on which the light of Augustine’s 
great mind is focused. Nearly every page demonstrates the 
Saint’s keen awareness of the absolute gratuity of grace on the 
part of God and the dire necessity of this gift on the part of men. 
Nearly every page, too, bears testimony of his phenomenal fa- 
miliarity with the Sacred Scriptures. Catholics are gratetul to the 
holy doctor for this handbook of theology; to Laurentius at 
whose request the work was undertaken; finally, to the Very 
Rev. Louis A. Arand, SS. whose introduction, translation, and 
notes are evidence of painstaking thoroughness and superior 
scholarship. H.M.M. 





Existentialism. By Jean-Paul Sartre. Translated, with an introduction by 
Bernard Frechtman. pp. 92 with index. Philosophical Library, New 
York. 1947. $2.75. 


Of the present day Existentialist philosophers some are 
Christians, such as Jaspers and Gabriel Marcel (both of whom 
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are Catholics), while others are complete atheists, such as Hei- 
degger, the French Existentialists and Jean-Paul Sartre. During 
the recent World War, Sartre sponsored a special brand of Ex- 
istentialism amongst a coterie of Parisian intellectuals that is 
now enjoying a wide popularity in the French capital, especially 
in the bohemian quarter. Classing his philosophy as a “theory of 
involvment,” he believes that it ought to be lived in order to be 
truly sincere. But in order to have it really involved in action he 
finds it necessary to give an account of it to the people who dis- 
cuss it on the political or moral level. This he does by giving 
public lectures, writing novels and plays, whose plots are woven 
and whose characters are drawn in terms of existentialist no- 
tions. The book under review is the text of a lecture given by 
Sartre to defend his philosophy against charges brought against 
it by Catholics and Communists, so that it emphasizes certain as- 
pects of the theory without stating in full its fundamental prin- 
ciples. For this reason it is not a good key to the understanding 
of Sartre’s ideas. 

However, one can gather from it some of his leading ideas. 
He maintains that there is only one truth from which we can 
begin: I think; therefore, I exist. In the Cartesian Cogito we have 
the absolute truth of consciousness becoming aware of itself. 
Outside of it all views are only probable, he says; in fact, “the 
world of the object is the world of the probable.” (p. 86) There is 
no human nature, because there is no God to conceive it. So we 
have the central theme of Existentialism, that existence precedes 
essence; which means that human reality appears on the scene 
and only afterwards defines itself: 


“Man is at the start a plan which is aware of itself . . . man will be 
what he will have planned to be, not what he will want to be.” (pp. 
18-19). Each age develops according to dialectical laws, and what men 
are depends upon the age and not on a human nature.” (p. 87) 


Through the cogito man not only becomes aware of himself, but 
he also perceives all others, and he perceives them as the condi- 
tion of his own existence. He cannot be anything unless others 
recognize him as such. In order to get any truth about himself 
he has to have contact with other persons. Thus is discovered the 
world of “inter-subjectivity,” in which man decides what he is 
and what others are. But in making his choice of what he is, 
each man also chooses all men: 





“In fact, in creating the man that we want to be, there is not a single 
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one of our acts which does not at the same time create an image of man 

as we think he ought to be.” (p. 20) 
For this reason man is in anguish, or, rather, “man is anguish.” 
Sartre realizes that in rejecting God and a stable human nature, 
he has thrown out an objective moral law, and has to give to 
each man the task of “inventing values.” But when each man 
chooses himself, plans what he will be, he thereby involves not 
only himself but all humanity. Thus man is anguish: he cannot 
escape the feeling of his deep and total responsibility resident in 
his choice. This leads to forlornness. For, without God, man has 
no support in his life, no moral law to guide his conduct: 

“So, in the bright realm of values, we have no excuse behind us, nor 

justification before us. We are alone, with no excuses.” (p. 27) 

For Sartre despair has a special meaning. He restricts it to 
the sense that man confines himself to reckoning with what de- 
pends upon his will, or on the ensemble of probabilities that make 
his action possible. Sartre accuses Christians of plain dishonesty 
in making “no distinction between their own despair and ours 
and then (calling) us despairing.” (p. 61) But it seems to us that 
in placing on human weakness what is the work of God’s 
strength, Existentialism inevitably leads to what Christians call 
despair, and this statement has a meaning, no matter what sense 
Sartre may attach to the word “despair.” 

He claims that his philosophy is more coherent than the 
atheistic philosophies of the nineteenth century, which discarded 
the idea of God, but recognized a human nature and retained the 
notion that essence precedes existence. But he is not a jot more 
coherent than they, for he postulates a world and human exist- 
ences which have no creator. He removes from the universe the 
idea and reality of God. But a world without God is mere noth- 
ingness, a chaotic dream world; and a philosophy based on such 
a conception of things is as coherent as a wild nightmare. 

Existentialism is a difficult philosophy to understand; its ter- 
minology and its conceptions are strange and abstruse. Sartre 
says that it is intended strictly for specialists and philosophers, 
but, like all present day philosophy, must be brought to the mar- 
ketplace. However, if he is to have any success in this, he will 
have to express it for us a little more clearly. We offer the fol- 
lowing sentence as an example of how difficult his expression 
can be: 


Man is constantly outside of himself; in projecting himself, in losing 
himself outside of himself, he makes for man’s existing; and, on the 
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other hand, it is by pursuing transcendent goals that he is able to exist; 
man being this state of passing-beyond, and seizing upon things only 
as they bear upon this passing beyond, is at the heart, at the center of 
this passing-beyond.” (pp. 59-60) 

We need hardly mention that Sartre’s Existentialism, in 
denying the existence of God and any supernatural order, in re- 
fusing to recognize the fact of Original Sin and its consequences, 
and in rejecting an objective moral law, is a system of thought 
obnoxious to the Catholic Faith. L.R.D. 


The Correspondence of Sir Thomas More. Edited by Elizabeth Frances 
Rogers. pp. xxii, 584 with bibliography and index. Princeton Uni- 
versity Press, Princeton, N. J. 1947. $7.50. 


Elizabeth Frances Rogers has done historians, both religious 
and secular, a priceless service in presenting the correspondence 
of St. Thomas More, as he is known fo Catholics. By many years 
of painstaking work she has succeeded in compiling all of St. 
Thomas More’s extant correspondence into one volume. In it we 
have a sane and truthful view of religion and politics during the 
hectic days of Renaissance England. Throughout, the text is em- 
bellished with interesting and instructive notes on persons and 
places mentioned in the various letters. Nothing is left undone 
to interest the serious reader in one of the foremost figures of 
the period. 

The letters, written for the most part in late Middle English 
and Renaissance Latin, are beautiful examples of this stage in 
the development of these two languages. The Latin has that ten- 
dency to return to the classical form that is even more manifest 
in the Fine Arts of the Renaissance. Thus it requires close atten- 
tion and the precise meaning is often very difficult to cull. It 
stands in striking contrast to the clear and flowing latinity of St. 
Thomas Aquinas who wrote but a few centuries earlier and 
whose meaning is never obscured with the affected stylistic de- 
vices evident in these letters. The thoughts of a great saint, fam- 
ily man, statesman, and intellectual are there, however, and stu- 
dents willing to take the time to penetrate them will be amply 
rewarded. 


The Intellectual Life. By A. D. Sertillanges, O.P. Translated by Mary 
Ryan, M.A. Pp. 182. The New Bookshop, Westminster, Maryland. 
1947. $3.00. 


St. Thomas Aquinas answered the request of one of his 
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younger Dominican confreres for a guide to the pursuit of truth 
with sixteen precepts. It may seem strange that most of these 
precepts deal with the moral life, and apparently have but an in- 
direct relation to the intellectual life. But as Pére Sertillanges 
points out in this book, which is but an extended commentary on 
these sixteen precepts, there is no true intellectual life without a 
well-ordered moral life. There is no real distinction between the 
good and the true. One who does not live in conformity to the 
truth may possess a small part of the truth; he cannot possess 
the whole truth. A man can have science, i.e. the knowledge of a 
certain body of truth, but he cannot have wisdom which is the 
whole truth unless his own life is part of the truth. 

This is the entire burden of the author’s message. It is a 
message which has far wider application than “a certain Brother 
John.” It is a message which is especially needed in our age of 
specialization, when analysis is too often preferred to synthesis. 

This book supplies the needed corrective in that it is chiefly 
concerned with the actual work of the intellectual life. What the 
intellectual is to aim at is not specialization in any particular 
field, but comparative study. For by specialization alone, we sep- 
arate that part of truth from the whole truth. Thus we falsify 
the position of the truth we have by losing sight of its impor- 
tance in relation to the whole of things. The true intellectual, 
then, must study all the sciences, or at least their relationship to 
one another. 

This book should be read by everyone who aspires to lead 
the intellectual life. Unlike the majority of works on this subject 
which remain in the realm of pure speculation, Pére Sertillanges 
in his admirable treatment descends to the practical order, and 
tells his readers how to put the speculative principles he enunci- 
ates into operation in their own life and work. R.D.D. 


The Priest: His Dignity and Obligations. By St. John Eudes. Translated 
by Rev. W. Leo Murphy. pp. 301, with index. P. J. Kenedy & Sons, 
New York. 1947. $3.00. 


This book sets forth briefly the reflections of a Saint on the 
worth and duties of the Priesthood. It is a compilation of three 
of his works which considers in turn the dignity and obligations 
of the priesthood; the apostolic life of the preacher, with helpful 
hints for his preaching; and practical advice to confessors. Added 
to these is a series of concise meditations on the priestly life and 
the annual retreat. The whole treatise is very simple and clear in 
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style and will engender a greater appreciation in the hearts of 
priests and seminarians for the priestly life. W.D.M. 


Any Saint To Any Nun. By a Benedictine of Stanbrook. Pp. 144, xxxi, 
with sources. P. J. Kenedy and Sons, New York. 1946. $2.50. 


The aim of the author of this book is to point out the ways 
and to teach others the knowledge that God imparted to His 
Saints. To do this, she has chosen excerpts from correspondence 
written by the Saints to nuns and other holy women which per- 
tain to the life of perfection. 

The scope of the selections is the breadth, the height, and 
the depth of the religious life itself. From her very decision to 
enter the convent, the nun is followed and advised on almost all 
matters that pertain to perfection, until she has made her dying 
prayer and has entered upon her eternal reward. The heights of 
contemplation and the depths of spiritual desolation, fasting and 
its practical use in spiritual advancement and the proper attitude 
towards sickness and other sufferings—all these topics and many 
others of equal interest and importance to nuns and sisters are 
treated by the Saints in this small book. They are discussed with 
a direct and forceful simplicity that goes right to the heart of 
problems, yet leaves nothing wanting in the way of sympathetic 
understanding of the many difficulties that striving for perfection 
entails. The deep insight of the Saints, their sympathy for trou- 
bled souls and their outspoken love for God make their advice 
compelling. If you place a high value on true and sound advice, 
this is a book that you will find worth having. G.M. 


The Spiritual Doctrine of Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity. By M. M. 
Philipon, O. P. Pp. xxiii, 255 with appendices. The Newman Book- 
shop, Westminster, Md. 1947. $3.75. 


Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity was a Carmelite nun for only five 
years. Yet at the time of her death in 1906, when she was twenty-six 
years old, she had approached the lofty heights of sanctity. Father 
Philipon, by a careful study of her letters and life, has followed her 
in her gradual ascent to God; and has shown how, step by step, her 
constant guides were the solid principles of Catholic Faith and The- 
ology. 

We witness no ecstasies or miracles or revelations in this new 
flower of Carmel. However, we do see the application of the Church’s 
doctrine concerning the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. From her earli- 
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est days at the convent at Dijon, Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity had 
become deeply aware of the presence of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
within her soul. Consequently, she made it her life’s work—or joy— 
to become docile in every daily activity to the promptings of the Spirit 
of Wisdom. Thus we find her writing: “The Trinity! there is our 
dwelling, our home, our father’s house that we must never leave. . . .” 
She made her entrance to this secret shelter through the gate of inner 
silence and through the door of self-forgetfulness. As a contemplative 
in union with God she prayed especially for the cultivation of Christ- 
like souls among priests. 

After revealing these and other features of this strong lover’s 
journey to sanctity, the author isolates each Gift of the Holy Ghost 
and points out its specific influence upon Sister Elizabeth of the Trin- 
ity. The chapter in which this analysis is made is perhaps the best in 
the book, since it is prefaced by an explanation of the nature and op- 
erations of the Gifts themselves. In the final chapter the mission of 
this humble Carmelite, as indicated in her last messages, is described 
as “the Praise of Glory of the Most Holy Trinity” in the Church Tri- 
umphant. Hence, what she began so well upon earth, she will continue 
in heaven. Her parting spiritual counsels and two retreats she com- 
posed are included in the appendices for the benefit of those who wish 
to read the plan of her life in her own words. 


For his thoroughness, clarity and objectivity in presenting this 
study of the working of God’s grace in one of our own century, Fa- 
ther Philipon deserves praise. More important, the Catholic doctrine 
exposed so accurately merits serious consideration and should clarify 
for the attentive reader the role and importance of the Blessed Trinity 
in the personal lives of the Faithful. M.M. 


The Song of the Church. By Marie Pierik. pp. 274. Longmans, Green 
and Co., New York. 1947. $3.00. 


If you are interested in a scientific history of the technical devel- 
opment of Gregorian Chant, you will do well to read this volume writ- 
ten by one of the foremost authorities on Plainchant in this country. 
The book has little appeal for the general reading public, or for those 
who have only a slight understanding of the song of the Church. 
Rather its appeal is to teachers and advanced students of the Chant, to 
those who know the theory of music and the Chant, but who are still 
guessing about many of the problems of its origin, primitive develop- 
ment and later vicissitudes during the dark ages, medieval times and 
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the Renaissance, up until the restoration of its pristine splendor in the 
late nineteenth century. 

The author first examines the roots of the Chant in the music 
and choral works of the Greeks ; then, the circumstances surrounding 
the first Christians which left a definite character in their songs to 
God. Finally, she takes different phases of the Chant, namely, melody 
and form, Latin hymnody, the modes, and three elements of song, viz., 
the word, melody and rhythm, and follows their evolution down 
through the centuries, devoting a separate chapter to the division in 
the Chant between the East and the West. 

The book on the whole is far from being an original work; nor 
was it intended to be so. It is the result of a great deal of research in 
the writings of other eminent authorities on Plainchant, from St. 
Gregory to Vincent d’Indy and the Monks of Solemnes. In this way, 
it has placed the best opinions on certain difficult problems side by 
side, with the result that the reader will not be forced to accept un- 
qualified, the seemingly ex cathedra teachings of some authorities. 

E.F. 


The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine in the United States: Addresses 
and Letters. By Most Reverend Amleto Giovanni Cicognani. pp. 
90 with index. St. Anthony's Guild Press, Paterson, N. J. 1947. 
$1.00. 


This collection places clearly before all Catholics in this country 
the purpose of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine and the duty 
they have of carrying it to completion. The final end of the Confra- 
ternity is to educate the members of the Church in the truths of the 
Faith. Priests and laymen can work for this end in four ways: “the 
religious training of children not attending Catholic schools; religious 
instruction of Catholic high-school children not attending Catholic 
schools ; religious discussion groups for adults and inquiry classes for 
non-Catholics; religious education of children by parents in the 
home.” 

The purpose of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine is to 
form better instructed Catholics through the study of the Catechism. 
It embraces all Catholics, young and old, those well schooled in the 
Catechism and those less schooled in it. In view of the divine com- 
mand, “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28: 
19), the Confraternity invites all to a deeper knowledge of their Faith. 
Archbishop Cicognani appeals to priests and laymen, families and 
sodalities to encourage the study of the Catechism. 
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“When properly organized, the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine opens up and offers to its members immense fields of Catholic 
Action.” These words spoken by Archbishop Cicognani in Boston in 
1946 indicate the far reaching influence of the Confraternity. All 
Catholics have the obligation of knowing the truths of their Faith and 
of offering them to others. A well instructed laity is the chosen means 
of restoring all things unto Christ. 

‘If priests, religious, and seminarians, as well as the laity, read 
this collection they will find that they have an excellent handbook for 
the apostolate of religious instruction and Catholic Action. 

R.McC. 


An Army in Battle Array. By Sister Mary Jean Dorcy, O.P. pp. 112 
with bibliography. The Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee. 1947. 
$2.25. 


Recent years have witnessed a steady increase in the publication 
of the lives of the saints for children. Among such authors Sister Jean 
Dorcy, O.P., needs no introduction, for she ranks with the best of 
storytellers who understand a child’s mind. Nor is an introduction 
necessary to An Army in Battle Array. It is the culmination of a 
three-volume series begun last year to acquaint old and young alike 
with sixteen saints and fourteen blesseds of our Dominican family. 
Hunters of Souls appeared first; Truth was their Star second; and 
now An Army in Battle Array completes the author’s undertaking. 

All the Dominican saints and blesseds had a tender devotion to 
our Lady’s Rosary. An Army in Battle Array contains the lives of 
five saints and five blesseds among those thousands of Rosary lovers. 
Following the same pattern of her other two works, Sister Jean in- 
troduces most of her stories with a childhood incident of.the saint, 
designed to captivate the attention of the young for whom she has 
written. 

The saints include Saint Pius, the boy shepherd who became a 
great sixteenth century Pope, St. John of Cologne and his martyr 
companions of Gorkum, the recently canonized St. Louis de Mont- 
fort, St. Rose and St. Catherine de Ricci. Blessed James, the glass- 
maker of Ulm, Blessed Martin de Porres, the colored laybrother of 
Lima, Blessed Peter, Blessed Alphonsus and Blessed Margaret com- 
plete the Rosary heroes of Sister Jean’s latest effort. 

These stories accompanied by the author’s illustrating silhouettes 
will appeal to the younger children who delight in curling up in a 
corner of the house to read about the saints. Teaching sisters will wel- 
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come this volume just as they have the other two. Indeed it is an 
excellent tool for acquainting their charges with the lives of these 
Dominican blessed and instructing them in devotion to that priceless 
weapon, Mary’s Rosary. W.F.K. 


Miracles, A Preliminary Study. Clive Staples Lewis. pp. 216 with index. 
The Macmillan Company, New York. 1947. $2.50. 


Mr. C. S. Lewis has presented us with another of his well-written 
books of theology for the amateur. The style is simple with striking 
examples. There is no doubt about the type of reader to whom the 
book is addressed. There is no doubt, likewise, that Mr. Lewis has 
succeeded in reaching the reader as well in this book as in his others 
in spite of the depth of the subject. 

Miracles is not a factual study of miracles nor a history of the 
miraculous, but, as the author prologues, it is a preliminary to histori- 
cal inquiry. The modern who omits the supernatural examines the 
evidences of miracles by begging the question whether miracles can 
really happen in the first place. The aim of this book is to give some 
valid proof for the possibility and probability of the miraculous. 

The author proceeds in true logical style, lining up the opponents 
on the question, the naturalists and the supernaturalists. Naturalists 
hold for the sufficiency of the world without outside influences either 
in its beginning or in its progress. This world comprises only the ma- 
terial nature. Nothing exists outside of it. Thought, will, truth, moral- 
ity are the various arrangements of atoms or of any other element 
which science declares to be the basis of matter. 

The argument is resolved against the Naturalists by reducing 
their principles to contradiction, and their whole argument to absurd- 
ity. By establishing the validity of rational thought the author also 
begins the “softening-up process” for the supernatural invasion of 
truth, God and the miraculous. The question of metaphor, possibility, 
religion and Christianity enter into the argument also. Under the 
heading of miracles Mr. Lewis lists only the miracles proper to the 
life of Christ here on earth. The Incarnation and the Resurrection, 
the principle and the end of Christ’s life, are the essential miracles of 
all Christianity without which the others are of no importance. 

With all admiration for lucid, popular exposition of theology, 
the book cannot be recommended for Catholics because of the several 
errors it proposes. If theology and philosophy of today can be accused 
of excessive precision in the use of words, equally blameworthy is Mr. 
Lewis for the practice of too loose terminology. Such terminology 
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more easily leads to error and confusion. The division between Natu- 
ralism and Supernaturalism is not adequate. The antagonism exists 
rather between the Realists and the Materialists. Hence, the author’s 
burden of argument should lie with the Realists in order to prove the 
real existence of the spiritual. The Realists must also prove the real 
part that spiritual thought has in the essential nature of man. To ex- 
clude spiritual thought from the nature of man is to destroy the nature 
of rhan itself. The Materialists do this by the denial of all spirituality. 
Mr. Lewis also does the same thing by declaring spiritual faculties to 
be so alien to man as to be supernatural. Another failure noted is the 
too natural explanation of the chief miracles of Christianity, the In- 
carnation and the Resurrection. They are more than the superlative 
attempt of God Himself to enter into the order of nature. They are 
not the continuance, on a grander scale, of the creating activity of God 
in the world. 

With his orthodox leanings, Mr. C. S. Lewis needs someone to 
hand him a good treatise on Catholic Apologetics. Then we might have 
the middle twentieth century Chesterton to whom Mr. Lewis is often 
fondly compared by his Catholic admirers. A.S. 


The Questing Spirit. Religion in the Literature of Our Time. Selected, 
and edited by Halford E. Luccock and Frances Brentano. Pp. 717 
with first line index. Coward-McCann, Inc., New York. 1947. $5.00. 


An anthology is always difficult to evaluate for it has by nature 
as much inner unity as a random pile of stones. This collection of 400 
short stories, poems, plays and “affirmations,” however, sets out to be 
something more. The editors, a professor of homiletics at Yale Divin- 
ity School and a professional writer, believe that this assortment of 
capsules from modern literature manifests an increasing hunger for 
the things of the spirit. This is somewhat akin to St. Augustine’s 
thought: “The heart cannot rest, O Lord, until it rests in Thee.” In 
the words of Dr. Luccock’s introduction : “The Questing Spirit serves 
to record the growing conviction that man must believe, that the only 
alternative to chaos is faith.” (p. 49) This “faith” which is the alter- 
native to chaos is purposely left vague; the editors take their stand 
with Coleridge: “Make any truth too definite and you make it too 
small.” Thus all religions are presented, for, the editors inform us: 
“Their very diversity is a bond of unity ... all are facets of the same 
jewel . . . they show that religion is not confined to any particular 
church or to any particular group. It has not been the prisoner of an 
institution or a building, like the chained Bible in the cathedrals of the 
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Middle Ages.” (p. 54) This “tolerance” is extended even to anti- 
religious writings, for the anthologists feel in general what they say 
about Eugene O’ Neill in particular : “Many may feel that O’ Neill sees 
religion through a glass darkly, but, at least, he has been looking at it.” 
(p. 475) 


It should be immediately obvious to any thinking Catholic that 
such a thesis superimposed on the anthology itself is absolutely un- 
tenable. Still, a unity certainly not intended by the editors can be 
found in this collection. The selections from Catholic literature are 
representative ; this can be accounted for by the guidance of Father 
Nagle, O.P., Father Gardiner, S.J., and John Brunini. The outstand- 
ing Protestants presented—C. S. Lewis, Dorothy Sayers, W. H. Au- 
den, T. S. Eliot—are not protesting against Catholicism but against 
materialism, indifferentism, and pseudo-scientism. Their contribution 
is by no means negative; it amounts to a positive belief in traditional 
Christianity. The Jewish writings are in general poignantly beautiful ; 
they have the deep and passionate melancholy of Jewish song. Yet 
they too testify to a Promise, a Promise which they do not yet believe 
has been fulfilled. The scoffers—Thomas Hardy who conducts a 
rather premature funeral for God, Will Durant who pleads for uni- 
versal doubt, Bertrand Russell who counsels “a firm foundation of 
unyielding despair” (p. 592)—by the very vigor of their denials in 
some way testify to the reality of what they deny. 

But to say that truth can be found in this volume is quite differ- 
ent from saying that it qwill be found. What effect will this book have 
on its readers? Some perhaps will embrace the editors’ own rosy glow 
of a comfortably vague syncretism. Others, with more acumen if less 
nobility, will make their own the sentiment of Van Dyke’s Hermas: 
“T do not know whether I believe in anything. This is not a day on 
which I care to make professions of faith. I believe in what I see. I 
want what will give me pleasure.” (p. 98) The Catholic reader will be 
gladdened by the manifest turning to God, by the interest in the quest. 
But he will be saddened at seeing so many not only far from the object 
of the quest, but refusing to believe that quest has any object beyond 
the quest itself. The Catholic knows that God has implanted the quest- 
ing spirit in the human heart that He in His goodness might give us 
the answer to the quest. The Catholic knows that He has given the an- 
swer, that religion is not built by human hands, but came down from 
heaven. “Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who build 
it.” 

This will, you may be sure, seem not only arrogant but downright 
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ridiculous to the broad-minded editors of this anthology. But, as Max- 
well Anderson’s Masters puts it (p. 575): “Every faith looks ridicu- 
lous to those who don’t have it.” It is the old story of St. Francis and 
the Sultan told from another point of view by Lawrence Housman in 
this volume. The old story says that St. Francis proposed that the 
Sultan become a Christian. The Sultan countered by a proposal that 
Francis become a Mohammedan. At this, the gentle little man laughed 
full merrily. He laughed because he knew the Sultan was wrong, and 
he knew that Christ was right. Housman’s Francis speaks to the Mo- 
hammedan Sultan the way the Catholic must speak to these broad- 
minded editors (p. 518) : “His (Christ’s) way is most sweet, and easy, 
and comforting.” And if it be any comfort to the editors and writers 
who point out the failings of such narrow dogmatists, Francis added : 
“And yet I stray.” UV. 


Unpopular Opinions. By Dorothy L. Sayers. pp. 236. Harcourt, Brace 
and Company, New York. 1947. $3.00. 


Miss Sayers, or more properly Mrs, Fleming, has interrupted the 
sleuthing activities of her Lord Peter Wimsey long enough to serve 
up to the public at large this tasty little collection of exactly what Miss 
Sayers thinks on certain subjects. The helpful little blurb on the jacket 
of the book tells us that: ‘““These essays comment upon a wide range 
of subjects . . . from Christian morality to the effect of the Gulf 
Stream upon the English character; from manly men to Aristotle on 
Detective Fiction.” One is tempted to think that the Stagyrite would 
probably retort on all this that: “the wider the extension, the less the 
comprehension.” The publisher’s advertisement goes on to aver that 
these witty and urbane comments will delight anyone who has ever 
questioned the validity of established institutions. That would seem to 
cut down the intellectual appeal of any book, though it would probably 
raise its sales. However, despite the enthusiasm of the publisher, Miss 
Sayers’ aims do not appear to be quite that radical. 

The essays are divided into the three general headings of Theo- 
logical, Political and Critical. The first section deals with various sub- 
jects as art and work in their order to the Supreme Being. Much of 
what is said here is true, while some things may be questioned; but 
what is indeed praiseworthy is her approach to these problems. It is a 
heartening portent of the future to see that people, such as the author, 
are not content to bask in the soft glow of religious feeling but are 
striving toward an active, theological concept of being. 

The second part deals mostly with England and things English. 
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The authoress has some very learned and authoritative remarks to 
make on the present use of the English language. Then she indulges 
in some rather naive effusions on the glories of England that tend to 
bore or irritate the underprivileged who labor under the misfortune of 
un-English heritage. Also, under the Political segment are contained 
her comments on the place of women in the modern world. Here the 
argumentation seems to be of wit and polish rather than of sound rea- 
soning; for example, her choice of “good Queen Bess” as a model of 
the successful career woman is hardly a happy one, when one looks 
beyond politics. 

The third division is comprised mainly of the new game of apply- 
ing “Higher Criticism” to the canon of Sherlock Holmes, a pleasant 
pastime which the author demonstrates for us with (so the publisher 
avows) solemn and irresistible humor. She says that the game was 
begun many years ago by Monsignor Ronald Knox, with the aim of 
showing that, by those methods, one could disintegrate a modern 
classic as speciously as a certain school of critics have endeavored to 
disintegrate the Bible. The last chapter of this section is an analysis of 
detective fiction according to the principles of tragedy in the Poetics. 
Here Miss Sayers surely speaks with authority, considering the due 
popularity of her own detective fiction. Most of her more sensational 
fellow-craftsmen would do well to follow her advice. 

On the whole, this is an interesting book. tah 


The Game Cock and Other Stories. By Michael McLaverty. pp. 192. 
The Devin-Adair Company, New York. 1947. $2.75. 


One of the most prevalent of literary pet peeves is the dislike held 
by many readers, and not a few critics, for the plotless short story. 
They firmly subscribe to the dictum of Somerset Maugham that the 
plotless short story which describes a mood, draws a character, or re- 
lates an incident, does not satisfy the reader and, in fact, is not a story 
at all. It requires no imagination, and little ingenuity, to write; the 
author, they point out, doesn’t have to worry about plot, climax, con- 
flict, or denouement. 

While all this is true of the average plotless short story, it is not 
true of these stories of McLaverty. For McLaverty is a master of the 
story of mood, character, or impression, and when this type of short 
story is written by one who has mastered the subtle technique essential 
to such stories, they can and do satisfy. But it requires a first rate 
writer to do this, for there is no absorbing or ingenious plot to sustain 
interest, or to cover up weak writing. 
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If realism in literature is fidelity to nature or life, then these 
short stories of McLaverty are realism at its best. Faithfully and 
truthfully he depicts the Ireland that is; the Ireland of the country- 
side, of the mountains, of the small towns, and always there is the 
omnipresent sea. Unlike our American realists, McLaverty loves the 
characters that people his pages. He is never bitter but always under- 
standing and sympathetic. He knows the people of Ireland, knows 
their language, their heart, and their soul. It is a Catholic Ireland that 
he writes about, where the tragedy and sadness of the present life is 
leavened and made endurable by the hope of the life to come. Aside 
from their entertainment and literary value, (which is by no means 
negligible), these stories may serve as a very fine introduction to the 
people of Ireland, and to the Ireland of the people. H.K. 


The Short Story. By Kenneth Payson Kempton. pp. 267 with biblio- 
graphy. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass. $3.00. 


Short story writing can be an art, a craft, or a very good busi- 
ness. This professor and popular writer treats the subject under all 
three aspects. 

He is at his best in the consideration of the Short Story as an art 
form. In the history of its development, Dr. Kempton displays a keen 
and thorough analysis. His illustrations are well chosen, always to the 
point ; his criticisms are aptly set forth in a pungent mixture of tech- 
nical and homely phrases. 

But Dr. Kempton is a better critic than he is a teacher. His treat- 
ment of the Short Story as a craft will be rather confusing for the 
aspirant author. At times his enthusiasm for writing will provoke an 
author’s itch; at other times he pushes his apprentices to what was his 
own position in regard to another Author’s Aid: “This doubtless well- 
meant work put me off writing for a week.” At times he thinks he can 
teach his craft (he did write the book) ; then again he sighs that writ- 
ing must be done alone. Nor is Dr. Kempton merely cantankerous ; 
there is truth on both sides of the paradox. He hits on the crux of the 
difficulty when he remarks on a particular matter what might well be 
applied to the entire subject: “Methods of approach constitute such a 
vast diversity of material that the list would be as long as the total 
number ... (of short stories).” (p. 218) The solution for the appren- 
tice craftsman would seem to lie in his viewing the directions of the 
master as suggestions, not laws. And the novice should be wary of too 
many suggestions ; the beginner is bound to be confused and discour- 
aged by a plethora of fine points. 
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It is difficult for one not actually engaged in the business of mar- 
keting Short Stories to evaluate Mr. Kempton’s advice on such mat- 
ters as editors and agents. He is quite honest and quite unblushing 
about the business. He carefully distinguishes between what might be 
good artistically and what is financially profitable on the general mar- 
ket. Still, he is neither a snob nor a mercenary. The addition or sub- 
traction of elements from a work of art to make a salable article he 
regards not so much a prostitution of art as a necessary compromise. 
His particular criterion is the: Saturday Evening Post with which he 
has had more than passing success. 

The professor’s dialectic approach to his entire subject is at once 
pleasing and irritating. He argues along with his students in a humor- 
ous and agreeable fashion, acting as a somewhat amused referee be- 
tween two contenders for the title. Then with ruthless, professorial 
pontification he knocks their heads together, leaving himself the victor 
in the center of the ring. This denouement leaves the spectator won- 
dering whether to laugh or to weep. Still, all spectators—readers and 
writers—can learn a great deal from one who knows his genre as well 
as Dr. Kempton. U.V. 


The Saving Sense. By Rev. Walter Dwight, S.J. Edited and with an in- 
troduction by the Very Rev. W. Coleman Nevils, S.J. Pp. 240. 
The Declan X. McMullen Co., New York. 1947. $2.75. 


Here is a refreshing collection of essays by the former editor of 
America. The title indicates the sense of humor, a quality with which 
the author was amply endowed. Yet the humor is the sort that pro- 
vokes a smile or chuckle rather than a laugh. Fr. Dwight’s style is ex- 
cellent; classic, yet free of sophistication; clear and readable, and 
sprinkled throughout with the saving sense. 

These essays were written two decades ago, but Fr. Dwight’s 
treatment of the good and true in life and literature gives them a vital 
freshness. Not all the essays are of equal merit, in fact a few omis- 
sions would have increased the quality of the book. The mediocrity of 
a few, however, is more than counterbalanced by the excellence of 
many others. The best section of the book is the group of essays con- 
cerning literature and criticism. Appreciative essays of individuals 
treat such diverse personalities as St. Teresa, Izaak Walton, and 
Charles Lamb and attain a high standard which some of the author’s 
homiletic essays are unable to maintain. Fr. Nevils’ Introduction is a 
well written combination of biography and critical evaluation. 

R.A.M. 
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Bolshevism and Religion. By Wladyslaw Kania. Translated by R. M. 
Dowdall, O.P. pp. xvi, 96. Polish Library, New York. 1946. 


In Bolshevism and Religion, we are given a view of Soviet Rus- 
sia’s theory and practice toward religion. The picture is not the beauti- 
ful roseate one painted by some writers and statesmen who are given 
a specially conducted tour of the so-called Utopian Russia. It is rather 
the appalling picture of cruel treatment, of the persecution of millions 
of people deported, imprisoned, driven insane, starved to death in the 
prison and labor camps of the Soviet. The author treats of Soviet 
Laws and Theory, and the Soviet Reality, and their relation to reli- 
gion. From the various chapters one can observe that true religion has 
no place in the Bolshevik scheme of life, and that religion is still the 
opium of the people as far as the Communists are concerned. 

In part two, The Soviet Reality, the author, through the written 
accounts of prisoners, deportees, soldiers, and working men under 
Soviet domination, shows us the horrible treatment and living condi- 
tions of those who were so unfortunate as to fall into the clutches of 
the Communists. Bolshevism and Religion is a book that should il- 
lumine those who are still deceived by Communist propaganda and 
who still believe in the glorious life in the U.S.S.R. The reader will 
find it worth his while reading this short work, especially at this time 
when there are still too many extolling the Bolshevik State and claim 
that there is freedom of religion there. B.J. 


Report on the Germans. By W. L. White. pp. 260. Harcourt Brace and 
Co., New York. $3.00. 


Writing in the breezy style of an experienced newspaperman, 
W. L. White undertakes in this book to present a vivid picture of the 
German nation as it stands today, defeated, disillusioned, and at the 
mercy of its conquerors, in whose hands the fate of this once great 
power rests. At the outset Mr. White makes a sharp distinction be- 
tween the German people and their Nazi masters and disclaims the 
fact that Germans as a whole are a naturally nationalistic and mili- 
taristic race, but rather blames the recent conflict as much on the fail- 
ure of England and France to carry out the terms of the Versailles 
treaty as on the Napoleonic ambitions of Adolf Hitler. 

During the course of the book the author brings to life typical 
Germans whom he has met in the war-torn Reich. Their thoughts and 
opinions serve to support his contentien that the German people want 
only to return to normalcy and become free citizens of a peaceful 
central-European democracy. 
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To the peace of the world and the future of the German nation. 
America holds the key. If we continue to yield to the territorial de- 
mands of the Russians and repeat the mistake of the twenties by put- 
ting Germany in chains, then future Germans will look back at the 
Third Reich as their Golden Age. If, on the other hand, we permit a 
free and democratic Germany to emerge from this present chaos, then 
World War II will not have been in vain, and the threat of World 
War III will have been taken away. Such is the opinion of this sea- 
soned observer who bases his solution to the problem of lasting peace, 
not upon the pragmatic policies of world diplomacy, but upon the 
Christian principles of justice and charity. J.B. 


The Virgin's Land. Stories and Essays. pp. 96. The Grail, St. Meinrad, 
Ind. 1947. $0.50. 


The occasion for this booklet is the centenary of the patron- 
age of the Blessed Virgin Mary, under the title of the _Immacu- 
late Conception, for the United States. There are selections 
pointed at every age-group. But of interest to all will be: Your Year 
With Mary, which takes note of the important feasts of Mary 
throughout the year, and Sing Softly Sweet Lady, which sings of her 
joys. 

Each contribution breathes its own personal fragrance of 
love for our Immaculate Mother Mary. Many are old themes, but 
appropriately adapted to the conditions of our day, placing be- 
fore us the object of our devotion and gratitude. It is a song of 
love well sung. F.M. 


Science and Freedom. By Lyman Bryson. Pp. 191 with index. Columbia 
University Press, New York, N. Y. 1947. 


It is often said that a stable society thrives on social change. 
This theory, proposed by Karl Marx, is upheld by many social 
scientists today. Yet it has always been difficult to see just how 
social change effects stability in society, especially if that change 
is completely out of man’s control and is the result of “economic 
determinism,” as Marx postulated. Mr. Bryson in his latest pub- 
lication offers a solution to the Marxian problem. He proposes a 
method of controlling social change by intelligence and experience, 
so that man may scientifically predict the result of his every ac- 
tion and its effect upon society. Thus equipped, scientific man will 
direct, by social engineering, education, etc., the attainment of a 
“good” society, i.e., a society of his own free creation. 
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Bryson’s experimental philosophy of “scientific humanism” 
is not a new solution to the problems of social science. His is an 
established philosophy which studies and masters human behav- 
ior and seeks to utilize this data for the material and cultural 
betterment of man. In its origin it is both behavioristic and utili- 
tarian. 

It is utilitarian because it considers only operational truth, 
ie., “the practical.” A thing is true if it works. Utility, then, is 
the criterion of operational truth, and its certitude depends more 
upon the recorded facts of man’s past actions than upon the ob- 
jective judgment of the intellect. 

It is behavioristic, i.e., it considers man as wholly material. 
Man is the “supreme animal’ and differs from the brutes only in 
the degree of his intelligence. Although human knowledge never 
escapes the realm of sense experience, still, unlike other animals, 
man is conscious of his experience and has the superior power of 
being able to communicate the data of his experience to others. 
Thus, man alone “rationally controls his own behavior.” 

For the scientific humanist, human society becomes nothing 
more than a glorified anthill. Mr. Bryson suggests this when he 
says: “The chief difference between animal societies, the anthills 
for example, and human groups, is that ants have not changed 
for thousands on thousands of years.” From this fact he con- 
cludes that, while animal actions are determined, human action 
is variable and free. Human freedom then is nothing more than 
diversity of action, and it may be defined as the state in which 
“.. there are enough normal choices of behavior patterns open 
to every person to allow for experiment, and change, and diver- 
sity, both in the successive experiences of individual persons and 
also among different persons in the group.” 

Obviously the author is only concerned with the material 
aspect of freedom which he completely divorces from its formal 
consideration, namely, the freedom of the will. And since free- 
dom materially considered depends upon the diverse objects of 
our action, Mr. Bryson erroneously concludes that an increase in 
the number of possible objects of human action ultimately in- 
creases human freedom. For example, suppose that an American 
housewife wishes to buy a new kitchen range for cooking. Years 
ago she had only two possible objects for her action—a coal or a 
gas range. Today she may choose an electric range. Thus accord- 
ing to Mr. Bryson, because of the increase of the number of pos- 
sible objects of this action, Mrs. Housewife has now. attained a 








298 Dominicana 


greater amount of freedom. It is obvious that this freedom falls 
within the creative power of man for even today it can be scien- 
tifically predicted that by 1960 Americans will be eating food 
cooked by radar. 

Thus a free society which offers the greater number of out- 
lets for human action. One might conclude from this that indus- 
trial development is the most important cog in the machinery of 
man-made freedom. Yet this is not all that is needed. We cannot 
free the Russians by lend lease alone. Mr. Bryson urges educa- 
tion for social change, loyalty to institutions and a somewhat 
flexible moral code, which might be summed up in the virtue of 
“sportsmanship,” since, as he says, “The doctrine of love is much 
too hard to live by.” J.DS. 
Ethics: With Special Application to the Nursing Profession. By Joseph 

B. McAllister, S.S., Ph.D. Pp. xii, 442 with bibliography and index. 

W. B. Saunders Co., Philadelphia. 1947. $2.75. 

Dr. McAllister, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Catho- 
lic University, has written a superb and timely book on ethics. 
His purpose is “.. . to give the nurse some understanding of the 
speculative basis behind the principles. . . .” of good moral living. 
In the first part of the volume Fr. McAllister achieves a master- 
ful synthesis of the Thomistic doctrine on the ultimate end of 
man and the means whereby to attain that end. At the conclusion 
of each chapter there is a list of suggested reading. 

The second portion of Dr. McAllister’s work comes down to 
a more practical plane. He treates such items as the nurse’s at- 
titude towards drink, smoking, dancing, dress, as well as her 
larger scale duties to God, her neighbor, and particularly her 
patients. The book is characterized by solid doctrine, sound ad- 
vice, and lucid exposition. Every nurse, Catholic and non-Catho- 
lic, can learn so much from this volume that we cannot recom- 
mend it too highly. For the Catholic nurse who has had the bene- 
fit of a good Catholic education Ethics: With Special Application to 
the Nursing Profession will serve as a valuable reference; for all 
others it is an essential text book. Fr. McAllister deserves the 
highest praise for this excellent work. RS. 








The Man on Joss Stick Alley. By Bishop James E. Walsh, M.M. pp. 146, 
with glossary. Longmans, Green & Company, New York. 1947. 
$2.75. 


The Man on Joss Stick Alley is the second edition, somewhat 
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revised, of a book published some years ago under the plain title, 
Father McShane of Maryknoll. For many reasons it was a distinct 
pleasure to find that this older book had been republished in a 
more attractive format. 

The first and greatest reason is, of course, the character of 
the man about whom the book is written, Father Daniel Mc- 
Shane, first priest to be ordained a Maryknoll Missioner. The 
book tells of his seminary life at old St. Mary’s, Baltimore, of the 
early days at Maryknoll in New York, and finally of his mission- 
ary labors in China. Throughout his whole life Fr. McShane was 
ever the missionary priest of Pope Pius XI, “the pioneer of faith 
and love.” In spite of the havoc wreaked on his naturally frail 
constitution by the climate and food of South China, he gave 
himself wholly and without cease to the conversion of the pagans 
in Loting and its environs, the section of Kwangtung Province 
alloted to his care. His was primarily the apostolate of Chinese 
foundlings, and in the seven short years of his life in China, he 
was to send the souls of 2,483 of these abandoned waifs winging 
to their Creator from his “House on Joss Stick Alley.” From the 
last of these children he contracted smallpox and in a few days 
he had followed his little charges to God. 

This biography vividly depicts the difficulties encountered by 
missionaries in China in general and by Fr. McShane in particu- 
lar. The author, himself a missionary, speaks with authority of 
things Chinese, of the language, customs, religion and other 
phases of China. His style, humorous at times, at times serious, 
but always most readable and interesting, contributes much to 
making the book one of the best of its kind. FLE.P. 


Jefferson: War and Peace, 1776 to 1784. By Marie Kimball. pp. 398 
with index. Coward-McCann, inc., New York. 1947. $6.00. 


“His complete loyalty to the larger aims of the war, even at the 
sacrifice of his own reputation” (p. 236) was the most important con- 
tribution of Jefferson as governor of Virginia. To substantiate this 
tribute of Washington and to vindicate Jefferson’s conduct as a war- 
time executive is the aim of Mrs. Kimball, curator of the Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial Foundation and author of Jefferson: The Road to 
Glory, 1743-1776. 

The author covers events from the Declaration of Independence 
to Jefferson’s departure for Paris in 1784 as Minister Plenipotentiary, 
a period of his life that is rather obscure, yet often blotted by the in- 
famous charges of personal cowardice and inefficiency in affairs of 
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state. Though the major portion of the book is devoted to his two year 
governorship, a first section deals with his activities in the Virginia 
Assembly where he was engaged in revising the laws of the state, 
while the concluding part treats of his term in Congress where he was 
occupied with the ratification of the peace treaty, the organization of 
the Northwest Territory, the selection of a national capital, and the 
stabilization of the monetary system of the new nation. 

Upon becoming governor of Virginia in 1779 Jefferson faced a 
difficult situation. The English had just shifted operations from the 
northern colonies to the South. Virginia found herself exhausted and 
unable to cope with the successive invasions. Having given generously 
to the Continental Army, her treasury was empty, the currency de- 
preciated, the military situation chaotic—deficient in men, organiza- 
tion and supplies. At the end of his term Jefferson was charged with 
carelessness and incompetence. Though he was exonerated by the As- 
sembly, the unfortunate incident remained a cloud over his later career 
and became a rich source of vituperation for his political opponents 
and enemies. “Few men have had the ability subsequently to build a 
brilliant career upon a foundation once so shattered.” (p. 97) That 
Thomas Jefferson did so is a memorial to his greatness. 

Mrs. Kimball clearly exculpates Jefferson, relying entirely on 
historical evidence. Heavy documentation is necessarily required for 
such a method, and, though excellently blended and well arranged, it 
burdens the style and subtracts from facile reading. For one not in- 
terested in a thorough and minute coverage of Jefferson’s life the book 
will be tedious, but for the historical student it cannot fail to be highly 
satisfactory. 


The Comforting of Christ. By Caryll Houselander. pp. 210. Sheed & 
Ward, New York. $2.50. 


A Christian cannot be a healthy, happy member of the Mystical 
Body of Christ unless he becomes more and more like the Head of 
that Body. He must become Christlike. This is the theme of Caryll 
Houselander’s estimable book, the Comforting of Christ. Therein the 
author has combined her rich literary talents with a keen observation 
of today’s problems and an understanding of the sublime doctrine of 
the Mystical Body of Christ. As a result, persuasively does she show 
how Christians can expand to the size of Christ instead of shrinking 
to the size of self. They must exchange the values of this world for 
the values of Christ—humility, truth, and love. 

In the first chapter, the author treats of the intimate union that 
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should exist between Christ and every individual redeemed by Him. 
Particularly good is the section entitled “Christ and Unreality.” “The 
virtuosa of the spiritual life” and the “expert in spirituality with her 
network of rules and mortifications, her notebooks and hieroglyphics 
and all the rest” are scored, (p. 17) for, “Christ wants to be at home 
in your soul.” (p. 18). 

Three enemies of the mind, today, keep many members of the 
Mystical Body at a distance from the Head. These enemies are “‘fa- 
tigue, restlessness, and fear of truth.” Against these usurpers, the 
author suggests and explains a threefold defense, namely, prayer, an 
attitude to suffering, and a technique for fear. When a man has begun 
to develop these defences in his own soul, he will begin to have and 
see Christ in himself, and to see Him in others. V.F. 


The Family In Christ. Edited and published under the auspices of the 
Liturgical Conference, Inc. Pp. vii, 179 with index. Highland Park, 
Illinois. 1947. 


As a partial answer to the subtle heresy of secularism, the Na- 
tional Liturgical Conference carries on its work. Yearly it conducts a 
Liturgical Week during which the problems of Catholic America are 
discussed. It attempts to answer these problems by looking to Christ, 
to His Church, to the means of sanctification in His Church; it seeks 
to integrate into the lives of men a constant awareness of God, of His 
way with them, and to re-establish all men in Christ. 

Last year the Conference discussed a problem which has existed 
for some time but which the war has made acute and frightful, the 
disintegration of the family. All of us know the statistics ; what to do 
about them? How can a Christian family, beset on all fronts by. the 
self-seeking doctrine of the world, be re-established in the self-sac- 
rificing doctrine of the Church? 

The Family in Christ, the published record of talks given during 
the 1946 Liturgical Week, is a good attempt at some of the answers. 
Remembering that the liturgy in not a matter of correct cruets, the 
various papers combine to give the reader a feeling of being in the 
presence of common sense, of courageous common sense. 

While some of the papers reach too high (Fr. Mathis’ Family 
Life and Prayer) others, and notably Monsignor Hellriegels’s very 
beautiful sketch of sacramental family life, bring out some of the 
casual poetry awaiting the family that seeks to integrate God in all of 
its endeavors. Our encouragement is extended to the Liturgical Con- 
ference. R.H. 








302 Dominicana 


The Family, Church and Environment. By Monsignor L. G. Ligutti and 
Reverend A. J. Adams, S.J. Pp. 120 with bibliography. National 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, Des Moines, lowa. 1947. $1.00. 


What the Atom Bomb might do in a constructive way, this hand- 
book on the rural revolution can do in a constructive sense. It can re- 
make the face of America. For a change a book has appeared that 
clearly sets forth what must be done, and leaves no doubts that it 
means hard work. The Family, Church and Environment is a study- 
discussion outline intended for seminarians, teaching Sisters, priests, 
and lay leaders. Every conceivable phase of rural life is treated and 
references are cited so that papers can be prepared on the topic indi- 
cated in the outline. If this challenge for social reform is accepted by 
enough Catholics, the long awaited Papal program will become a 
reality. Definitely, the time is now, and The Family, Church and En- 
vironment can be a valuable tool in the new world. RA. 


The Rosary, the Crown of Mary. By a Dominican Father. Pp. 150, xxxiii 
with appendix. The Apostolate of the Rosary, New York. $0.25. 


This new and revised edition will prove to be a valuable hand- 
book for everyone devoted to Mary’s Rosary. The author relates the 
origin of the Rosary and the perennial devotion of the faithful to it. 
He explains well the twofold character of the Rosary, a vocal and 
mental prayer. The various illustrations and topics suggested for med- 
itation on the mysteries will help to lighten the effort required for 
mental prayer. Other important features of the book are: encyclical 
letters of Pope Pius XI and Pope Leo XIII on the Rosary; a list of 
Rosary indulgences ; an explanation of the Rosary Confraternity, the 
Society of the Living Rosary, and the Perpetual Rosary ; the promises 
made to Blessed Alan, O.P., and those made by Our Lady at Fatima. 

V.F. 


Twelve Tales of the Life and Adventures of Saint Imaginus. By Frances 
Margaret McGuire. pp. viii, 71. Sheed and Ward, New York. 1947. 
$1.50. 


The subject of this collection is Saint Imaginus, who was a monk 
of the Order of Saint Simplicitas and a character in every sense of 
the word. That he is at his best when admired rather than imitated is 
brought to light when the unusual tales of this unusual saint are read 
and enjoyed. Ordinarily saints do not make it a habit of inventing 
games like cricket when the empty hours of wicked men must be oc- 
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cupied ; nor do they take time out to solve the problems of perplexed 
guardian angels. But Saint Imaginus did. Saints love animals but few, 
if any, have been known to invite a lion into the rectory for lunch or 
to preach penance to an obstinate cow. Saint Imaginus did that too. 
These are a few of the twelve tales Frances McGuire has written 
about Saint Imaginus in her highly entertaining style. Add the ac- 
companying illustrations and we have a book which will amuse every- 
one, especially children who delight in fascinating stories about saints 
such as these Twelve Tales of Saint Imaginus. W.F.K. 


Abraham Lincoln: His Life, Work, and Character. An Anthology edited 
by Edward Wagenknecht. Pp. xvii, 661. Creative Age Press, New 
York. 1947. $4.00. 


This anthology explains many of the qualities that have made 
Abraham Lincoln one of the mightiest figures in American History. 
The collection is a cross-section of every type of literature dedicated 
to that war president. History, drama, poetry, verse and fiction are all 
included. The selection, with a few exceptions, is fairly representative. 
In purpose the editor was both unique and modest. The successful 
result is this single volume in which the imaginative and the historical 
are given prominent places. However, as far as possible, there has 
been a sharp delineation between fact and fancy. Its chief value is that 
for the first time in a handy volume we have the imaginative Lincoln 
face to face with the actual Lincoln. CPF. 


Portrait of Edith Wharton. By Percy Lubbock. Pp. 249. D. Appleton- 
Century Co., New York. 1947. $3.00. 


Here is a bit of mid-Victorian china from the ivory tower of 
the inner circle of the “best” people of New York, Newport, and 
London of fifty years ago. According to Mr. Lubbock’s account, Mrs. 
Wharton was the apogee of that society, choosing here a worthy, 
there a grande dame to grace her very, very correct retinue, yet “al- 
ways full of charity.” What the nature of that charity was the author 
leaves us free to wonder. 

The style is florid and the encomiums of Mr. Lubbock for the 
author of Ethan Frome and the House of Mirth have the faintest 
suggestion of something close to idolatry. 

Of interest to the Catholic reader is Mr. Lubbock’s account of 
Edith Wharton’s flirtation with the Church. The brief account of the 
silent apostolate of two of Mrs. Wharton’s maid servants should give 
food for thought to the Catholic laywoman. No matter what society 
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she finds herself in, the Catholic woman of any station can always be 
an instrument in God’s hands sowing the seed of salvation in the souls 
of those about her, thus giving reality to the Holy Father’s recent plea 
to the women of the Catholic world. T.O’B. 


White's Political Dictionary. By Wilbur W. White. pp. 378. The World 
Publishing Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 1947. $3.50. 


This work places before the reading public an authoritative and 
exhaustive treatment of the many terms used today in the field of 
national and world affairs. It also contains appendices of the Charter 
of the United Nations and the Covenant of the League of Nations. 
The author is well qualified to compose such a work, since he has long 
teaching experience in the field of Political Science at Western Re- 
serve University. The general reader will commend Professor White 
on his valuable contribution toward a better understanding of the field 
of political affairs. R.M. 





Les Homines du Moyen Age. Preface by Pere Chence, O.P.; photo- 
graphy by Jean Ronhier; commentary by Gaston Ponlain. Pp. 55. 
Editions du Cerf, Paris. 1946. 


This small anthology of medieval humanistic art indicates the 
genius of unnamed French artists. The sculptures, photographed by 
jean Ronhier and here reproduced, are to be found within and without 
the Cathedrals of France. For the most part these works of art date 
back to the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The volume is a master- 
piece of beauty and truly bears out Pére Chence’s observation : Chris- 
tian humanism “does not restrict itself to the heritage of ancient 


forms, it is an altogether new discovery of nature and of men.” 
A.L.D. 


Brother to Brother. By Henry Brenner, O.S.B. pp. 92 with index. The 
Grail Press, St. Meinrad, Ind. 1947. $1.25. 


Men desire peace today but they can never obtain it as long as 
they are satisfied with a mere toleration for one another. The only 
bond that can unite men together in a lasting manner is the bond of 
love. Nor will a tepid love be sufficient. It must be a love in accord 
with the words of Christ: “This is My commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) This book was written 
to enkindle in the hearts of men a sincere love for one another. 

Father Brenner gives the purpose of his book when he says: “It 
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will be the object of these pages to show this Christian charity as it 
is living today in the Catholic Church, both as to teaching and practice, 
and to impress ever and again how profitable a thing it is for our souls 
to stir up a zeal for it within us.” He treats of the virtues connected 
with charity in a practical manner. Living examples of present day 
acts of charity and the words of Sacred Scripture are used quite fre- 
quently to make more real for the reader the doctrine on each virtue. 
- The compactness of this work should not detract from its worth 
for the ordinary reader. On the contrary the practical treatment of a 
virtue of such importance for all men today ought to recommend the 
book. Among the many quotations from Sacred Scripture there is one 
that is misquoted. The words: “And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. . .” are not from the Apocalypse, but from the 
Gospel of St. John, 1:14-16. R.McC. 


The Nun in German Literature. By Sister Mary Gretchen Hessler, O.P. 
pp. 28. The University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill. 


This brochure is an abstract of a thesis written for a doctorate, 
a fact which should immediately put it into that class of literature we 
all read only when we have to. Actually it is remarkably free from the 
dryness we are so accustomed to and displeased with in academic 
writings. Of course, it is of special interest to the nuns and sisters of 
the country. They could have more than one laugh and, perhaps, more 
than one tear, from the weird, comical notions about themselves that 
are found in German folklore. E.F. 


Da Guglielmo D'Auvergne A S. Tommaso D' Aquino, in three volumes. 
By Amato Masnovo. Vol. |, pp. vii, 200; Vol. Il, pp. v, 150; Vol. Ill, 
pp. 230. Societa Editrice ''Vita e Pensiero,"’ Milan. 1947. 


These volumes form numbers eight, nine, and ten in the New 
Series of “Publications of the Catholic University of the Sacred 
Heart” in Milan, Italy. The matter treated is the history of “philo- 
sophical” thought from William of Auvergne, Bishop of Paris from 
1228 until 1249, to St. Thomas Aquinas (although St. Thomas was 
living during William’s episcopate). 

The choice of William as a focal point in this study is very op- 
portune, for the problem of the réle of philosophy in theology raged 
at this time. Between 1229 and 1231 there was a crisis on this point 
at the University of Paris, where the Averroists had a very strong 
influence because of the restricted manner in which the faculties other 
than philosophy considered their own fields—a crisis which would be 
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resolved only by showing that philosophy is, in the present order of 
things, a handmaid of theology. Fundamentally, then, the problem was 
theological, since it was a matter of defending the faith against the 
apparent “wisdom” of the Averroists. Although St. Thomas played 
a very important part in the solution of this problem by affording a 
more or less complete alignment of philosophy with the true faith, he 
had some very notable helpers, among these being the prelate, William 
of Auvergne. This is noteworthy because the office of theologian is, 
by Sacred Orders, an office reserved to a Bishop. Indeed, the exten- 
sion of this office to non-Bishops was a precious heritage first gained 
by the Order of Preachers. 

To show the development of philosophy as a handmaid of the- 
ology, the author considers William’s work in the following three 
problems: “The Ascent towards God” (Volume I), “The Origin of 
Things from God” or Creation, (Volume II), and “Man” (Volume 
III), or, in short, the matter of the First Part of the Summa Theolo- 
gica of St. Thomas Aquinas, excepting the section of the Angels. 
Monsignor Masnovo’s text is well documented with citations from 
William’s own works, as well as from the works of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, St. Augustine, Alexander of Hales, Ulrich of Strassbourg, 
and Medieval and modern authors who have a bearing on the matter 
at hand. F.C.L. 


De Sanctificatione Sacerdotum. By Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 
Pp. 170 with index. Marietti, Turino. 1947. 


Convinced of the great demands being made on all priests be- 
cause of the tragic spiritual sterility of our day, Fr. Garrigou- 
Lagrange has written a book on the sanctification of priests ac- 
cording to the needs of our time. Forcefully the eminent theolo- 
gican condemns modern errors and stresses the requirement of a 
deeper supernatural faith. In order to point out to his readers the 
absolute necessity of sacerdotal perfection, Fr. Lagrange shows 
the obligation of all the faithful to tend to perfection and the 
special duty for religious and priests to do so. 

There are excellent chapters on the interior life. False no- 
tions of it are exposed and the proper approach to a genuine 
spirituality is explained at length. This is a book for priests and 
those studying to become priests. It is simple, clear, and inspir- 
ing. R.S. 
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A Rosary Chain. By Sister Mary Dominic, O.P. Pp. 40. Blackfriars, Ox- 
ford, England. 1947. 5s. 6d. 


This thin and very attractively arranged volume contains 
thoughts on the Rosary in general and each mystery in particu- 
lar. Quotations from Sacred Scripture and the Dominican Brevi- 
ary with original verses by Sister M. Dominic comprise each 
chapter. Simplicity is the keynote of the book as one citation 
fram the text will show. For the Fifth Joyful Mystery, the au- 
thoress writes: 


Sorrowing I sought Thee many a day: 

(The day was night when we were far apart). 
I knew not sorrow was Thy Wisdom’s way 

To lead me to Thy Temple in my heart. 


The Very Reverend Aelwin Tindal-Atkinson, O.P. has writ- 
ten an instructive Preface. The Nativity scene of Neri de Bicci 
adorns the frontispiece. L.E. 


The Existence of God, A Thomist Essay. By Dom Mark Pontifex. Pp. ix, 
181. Longmans, Green and Co., New York. 1947. $2.25. 


The Existence of God, A Thomist Essay is a small but compre- 
hensive book on Thomistic Philosophy. It touches logic, physics, 
ontology, theodicy, and ethics. Through its simplicity and clarity, 
it attempts to appeal not only to Catholics but also to non-Cath- 
olics and those with no religion. Not delving too deeply into any 
one problem, it touches all sufficiently. 

The simplicity of Dom Mark’s book is always evident, but 
the clarity is not. This is not necessarily because of any defect 
on the part of the author. Whenever it is put into English, Scho- 
lastic terminology inevitably suffers the loss of its preciseness 
and clearness. Then, too, the author’s procedure might cause the 
student of Philosophy to pause and wonder. It should be said 
that his method, though correct, is that of a theologian rather 
than a philosopher. He begins with God and goes down to crea- 
tures; whereas the philosopher begins with those things about 
him, creatures, and from these arrives at God. 

These criticisms, however, should not detract from the real 
worth of Dom Mark’s book, which consists in this: it presents 
Thomism as a living and desirable philosphy. N.B.J. 








308 Dominicana 


Mary of Nazareth, A True Portrait. By Igino Giordani. Translated from 
Italian by Mother Celia Maranzana, R.C., and Mother Mary Paula 
Williamson, R.C. Foreword by Fr. Demetrius B. Zema, S.J. Pp. 185. 
The Macmillan Company, New York. 1947. $2.75. 


Again Mary. Her grace, her dignity, her intercessory power 
are greater than that of any other being; some say greater than 
all created beings put together. She is too much for our minds 
to comprehend. Theologians have not added up all of her pre- 
rogatives as yet. Indeed there are copious motives for writing 
more books about her. 

Mary of Nazareth, A True Portrait is a layman’s studies and 
reflections on the Mother of God. He also brings to our attention 
many examples of what other sons of Mary have written about 
the Queen of Heaven. Not very many of them match the fervor 
of Igino Giordani. It is unfortunate that the language weakness 
of American readers necessitates the translation of so many 
excellent poems about Mary into English. They do suffer in the 
process. Technical books undergo translation more easily than 
others. Yet the prose style of the book is as flowing as can be 
expected of the original, beautiful, almost poetic, Italian. 

Many people, as they progress in the book will question the title 
A True Portrait, for frequently descriptive passages about Mary are 
gleaned from either apocryphal writings or the author’s fertile 
imaginative powers. For example, there is the story of the brig- 
and’s son who, during the flight into Egypt, nourished at Mary’s 
breast, and later became the good thief on Calvary. The descrip- 
tion of the Holy Family’s neighbors is harsh: “The people of 
Nazareth were industrious and shrewd, somewhat stupid, and 
they sneered with knowing airs at the three absorbed in work 
and prayer. Those who lorded it over the rest were quite willing 


to annoy and lay snares for Joseph... . In the village factions 
were continually forming of the irritable, the discontented and 
the avaricious people against those three... .” These and other 


subjective, Latin-temperament, recordings of incidents may not 
appeal to North American readers. Evidently the author has no 
love for the northern countries and their culture. Yet the fact is 
that the people of this country are a great deal like northern 
Europeans and may not always appreciate the Italian outlook. 
Nor will trained theologians enjoy the apocryphal stories used. 
Scripture scholars will be positively annoyed. 


The first line of page 52 has a juxtaposition: “Daughter of 
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the Son and Mother of the Father.” This is patently false. This 
and the Latin footnote on page 154 should be revised for the 
next edition. 

Despite our criticism, the book has much for which it may 
be recommended. The author clearly recognizes the unique place 
of Our Lady in the world today. The saints have told us that we 
can never say enough about Mary. If Igino Giordani has not said 
everything he has indeed written a great deal worth reading. 

M.S.W. 
Francisco de Vitoria. By Ruben C. Gonzalez, O.P. Pp. 227 with index. 
Institucion Cultural Espanola. Buenos Aires. 1946. 


This work was first presented in 1942 as a doctorate thesis 
at the Angelicum in Rome. The present improved edition was 
occasioned by the celebration of the Fourth Centenary of the 
death of Francisco de Vitoria, O.P., the father of modern inter- 
national law. 

After a brief sketch of Vitoria’s life and an appraisal of his 
genius, the book devotes itself to the analysis of Vitorian bibli- 
ography. The result of this analysis is a comprehensive listing of 
all the works of Vitoria and an indication of where they can now 
be found. 

Because of the unusual orderly presentation and clarity of 
language, this book should appeal to historians as a useful refer- 
ence to the works of this great Dominican theologian. 

T.O’S. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC, THE MAN AND HIS CASE. By Anthony H. Count 
O’Brien of Thomond. Foreword by the Most Rev. John C. McQuaid, D.D., 
Archbishop of Dublin. Pp. x, 100 with index. The Newman Bookshop, West- 
minster, Maryland. 1947. $1.75 (cloth), $0.60 (paper) and special rates in 
volume. 

THE ART OF HAPPY MARRIAGE. By James A. Magner. Pp. viii, 273 with in- 
dex. The Bruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee. 1947. $2.75. 

BEHOLD THIS HEART. By H. J. Heagney. Pp. 347. P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New 
York. 1947. $3.50. 

BEHOLD THE SPIRIT. By Alan W. Watts. Pp. 254 with bibliography. Pantheon, 
New York. 1947. $2.75. 

BLESSED MARGARET CLITHEROW. By Margaret T. Monro. Pp. 108. Long- 
mans, Green and Co., New York. 1947. $2.00. 
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CATHOLICISM. By Gerald G. Walsh, S.J. Pp. 94. The Declan X. McMullen Co., 
New York. 1947. $1.25. 

THE COURSE OF IRISH VERSE. By Robert Farren. Pp. xii, 171. Sheed & Ward, 
New York. 1947. $2.50. 

DEAR BISHOP. By Catherine de Hueck. Pp. 96. Sheed & Ward, New York. 1947. 
$1.75. 5 

FISHERS OF MEN. By Maxence van der Meersch. Translated from the French. 
With an Introduction by Rev. John Fitzsimons. Pp. xii, 272. Sheed & Ward, 
New York. 1947. $3.00. 

FOR THEE ALONE. By Rev. H. J. Beutler, C.M. Pp. viii, 227 with index. B. 
Herder Co., St. Louis, Mo. 1947. $2.50. 

GOD’S HOUR IN THE NURSERY. By Mother Bolton, Religious of the Cenacle. 
Foreword by the Most Rev. Thomas E. Molloy, Bishop of Brooklyn. Two 
parts. Guidance Book. Pp: 91. Activity Book. Pp. 55. St. Anthony Guild Press, 
Paterson, N. J. 1947. Guidance Book. $1.25. Activity Book. $2.00. 

GOSPEL RHYMES. By various authors. Illustrations by Jeanyee Wong. Pp. 60. 
Sheed & Ward, New York. 1947. $1.50. 

De GRATIS. By Petrus Lumbrebas, O.P. Pp. xi, 190 with index. Pontif. Ateneo 
“Angelicum,” Rome, Italy. 1947. (A commentary on the Summa la 2ae, 
109-114). 

HUNTER OF SOULS. By Rev. Fr. Edmund, C.P. Pp. xi, 228 with index. The 
Newman Bookshop, Wesmainster, Md. 1947. $2.75. (Life and spirit of St. 
Paul of the Cross). 

DIE KRISIS DES FORTSCHRITTSGLAUBENS. Bei Aleis Dempf. Pp. 40. Verlag 
Herder, Wien. 1947. Preis S 3. 

LIGHT OVER FATIMA. By Charles C. O'Connell. Pp. 163. The Mercier Press, 
Cork. 1947. $2.00. (A novel on Fatima). 

MADAME ELIZABETH OF FRANCE. By Yvenne de la Vergne. Translated by 
Cornelis C. Craigie. Pp. xiii, 416 with index. B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis, 
Mo. 1947. $4.00. 

THE MANIFELD MASS AND THE INVISIBLE CHILD. By C. C. Martindale, 
S.J. Pp. 79. Sheed and Ward, New York. 1947. $1.50. 

OUR NEIGHBORS THE JAPANESE. By F. D. David. Pp. vi, 90. Field Afar 
Press, New York. 1947. $0.50. 

THE PEWS TALK BACK. By Rev. Luke Missett, C.P. Pp. viii, 83. The Newman 
Bookshop, Westminster, Md. 1947. $1.50. 

Rudolf Otto’s INTERPRETATION OF RELIGION. By Robert F. Davidson. Pp. 
213. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey. 1947. $2.50. 

THE MASS AND THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS. By Rev. Dr. Rumble, M.S.C. 
Pp. 156. Radio Replies Press, Saint Paul 1, Minn. 1947. $1.00. 

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS. By Gerald Vann, O.P. Foreword by Rev. Charles 
A. Hart, Ph.D. Pp. xxvii, 185. Benziger Brothers, New York. 1947. $3.00. 
THOSE TERRIBLE TEENS. By Vincent McCorry, S.J. Pp. 184. The Declan X. 

McMullen Co., New York. 1947. $2.25. 

WHEN THE WORLD IS HUSHED. By Rosalina Cowan. Pp. 139. Frederick 

Pustet Co., New York. 1947. $2.00. 
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WINDOWS WESTWARD, ROME, RUSSIA, REUNION. By Stephen C. Gule- 
vich. Pp. x, 208 with bibliography and index. The Declan McMullen Com- 
pany, New York. 1947. $2.50. 

THE WOMAN WHO WAS POOR. By Leon Bloy. Pp. 356. Sheed & Ward, 63 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 1947. $3.00. 


Grail Publications, St. Meinrad, Indiana: 


CHRIST IN OUR BRETHREN. By Raoul Plus, S.J. Part II. Pp. 112. 1947. $0.75. 

THE PARISH PRIEST OF ARS. By Mary Fabyan Windeatt. Pp. 164. $2.00. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE SUNDAY COLLECTS. By Sr. Gonzaga Haessly, O.S.U. 
Pp. 132. $2.00. 


The Works of Archbishop Alban Goodier, S.J.: 


THE MEANING OF LIFE. Pp. 147. 1946. $1.25. 
THE PRINCE OF PEACE. Pp. 152. 1947. $1.25. 
JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD. Pp. 143. $1.25. 
THE SCHOOL OF LOVE. Pp. 142. 1947. $1.50. 


PAMPHLETS RECEIVED 

BLESSED MOTHER HELP ME. Compiled by Brother Cyril Robert, F.M.S. Pp. 
148. St. Ann’s Hermitage, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 1947. $0.35. 

HOW TO STUDY. Letter of St. Thomas Aquinas with commentary by Victor 
White, O.P. Pp. 43. Blackfriars, Oxford, England. 1947. $0.30. 

LOVE, SEX, AND THE TEEN-AGERS. By Daniel A. Lord, S.J. Pp. 48. The 
Queen’s Work, St. Louis, Mo. 1947. $0.25. 

MAKING MARRIAGE CLICK. By Father Lawrence G. Lovasik, $.V.D. Pp. 33. 

_ Radio Replies Press, St. Paul 1, Minn. 1947. $0.10. 

MATT TALBOT AND ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS. By a member of AA. 
Pp. 46. The Sons of Matt Talbot, Indianapolis. 1947. $0.10. 

NO WALL BETWEEN GOD AND THE CHILD. By John T. McNicholas, Arch- 
bishop of Cincinnati. Pp. 14. N.C.W.C., Washington, D.C. 1947. $0.10. 
THE POPE SPEAKS ON RURAL LIFE. Pp. 16. The National Catholic Rural 

Life Conference, Des Moines, Iowa. 1947. $0.10. 

WHAT SHOULD WE THINK OF THE BROTHER'S VOCATION? By Rev. 
Edward F. Garesche, S.J., M.A., LL.B. Pp. 30. The Vista Maria Press, New 
York. 1947. $0.15. 

WITH FR. VINCENT AT MARBLE ARCH. By E. A. Siderman. Pp. 46. Black- 
friars, Oxford. 1947. $0.25. 


Grail Publications, St. Meinrad's Abbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana: 


BLESS YOUR CHILDREN. By Abbot Ignatius Esser, O.S.B. Pp. 15. 1947: $0.05. 

FREQUENT AND EARLY COMMUNION. Decrees of Pope Pius X. Pp. 30. 
1947. $0.10. 

THE GLORIES OF DIVINE GRACE. Part Two. Union with God. By Matthias 
Scheeben. Translated by Patrick Shaughnessy, O.S.B., S.T.D. Pp. 154. 1947. 
$0.30. 
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THIS SIDE OF HEAVEN. By Paschal Boland, O.S.B. Pp. 32. 1947. $0.10. 
A PRAYER FROM HARLEY GAOL. Psalm Pamphlet. Pp. 32. 1947. $0.10. 


THOU ART MY STRENGTH. By Norbert Engels. Pp. 10. 1947. $0.10. 
(Five poems on the Mass). 


THE PASSING WORLD. By Paschal Boland, O.S.B. Pp. 31. 1947. $0.10. 
THUS SAITH A ROBIN. By Fr. Jerome, O.S.B. Pp. 30. 1947. $0.25. 


The Liguorian Pamphlet Office, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin: 
MESSAGE TO NEGROES. By D. J. Corrigan, C.SS.R. Pp. 32. 1947. 


VISITS TO THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT AND THE BLESSED VIR- 
GIN MARY. By St. Alphonsus Liguori. Pp. 91. 1947. 


WHAT ABOUT YOUR VOCATION? By D. J. Corrigan, C.SS.R. and D. F. 
Miller, C.SS.R. Pp. 60. 1947. 


Marystall, Maryfarm, RR4, Easton, Penn.: 


THE ALTERNATIVE. By H. Belloc. Pp. 15. $0.10. 
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER ON PROFITEERS. By Fr. Vincent McNabb, O.P. Penny 
leaflet. 


FR. VINCENT McNABB, O.P. By Fr. Donald Proudman, O.P., and R. P. Walsh. 
Pp. 8. $0.10. 


REJECTION, THOUGHTS FOR MEDITATION. Compiled by Stanley Vischer. 
1947. $0.25. 


WOULD YOU RATHER OWN THAN BE OWNED? Penny Leaflet on Dis- 
tributism. 


St. Anthony Guild Press, Paterson, N. J.: 
ST. BERNARDINE’S SERMON ON ST. JOSEPH. Translated by Eric May, 
O.F.M., Cap., S.T.L. With an introduction and notes. Pp. 51. 1947. $0.25. 


MARRIAGE LEGISLATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. Pp. 32. 1947. 
$0.05. 


Our Sunday Visitor Press, Huntington, Indiana: 


THE FAMILY IN FOCUS. By Rev. Joseph Manton, C.SS.R. Pp. 32. 1947. $0.20. 


THE CATHOLIC STUDENT MAKES THE HOLY HOUR. By Very Rev. Leo E. 
Griffin. Pp. 32. 1947. $0.05. 


FATHER QUIZ ANSWERS LUTHERAN SLURS. By Lon Francis. Pp. 28. 1947. 
$0.05. 


SHORT PRAYERS AND BUSY PEOPLE. By Rev. Richard Ginder. Pp. 20. $0.10. 

WHAT! PUBLIC FUNDS FOR A CATHOLIC SCHOOL? By Rev. John A. 
O'Brien. Pp. 35. 1947. $0.25. 

THE WOMAN IN THE HOME. By Rev. Hugh Calkins, O.S.M. Pp. 48. 1947. 
$0.20. 
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The Fathers and Brothers of the Province extend their prayers and 

SYMPATHY sympathy to the Rev. P. C. McKenna, O.P., on the death of his 

mother; to the Rev. J. M. Sweeney, O.P., on the death of his fa- 

ther; to the Rev. J. U. Bergkamp, O.P., the Very Rev. A. B. Davidson, O.P., and 
Bro. Vincent Connell, O.P., on the death of their brothers. 


The Very Reverend Provincial has announced the appointment of 
APPOINTMENTS the Rev. W. F. Cassidy, O.P., as Master of Students at St. Joseph’s 
Studium, Somerset, Ohio. The Rev. J. D. Donovan, O.P., the re- 
tiring Master of Students, has been appointed to the faculty of Providence College. 


The following Brothers received First Tonsure from the Most Rev. 
OrDINATIONS J. M. McNamara, D.D., V.G., Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore and 

Washington, in the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Wash- 
ington, D. C., on September 28 and the Minor Orders on September 29 from the 
same Prelate: Donald Danilowicz, Reginald Maguire, Justin Brodie, Chrysostom 
O’Brien, Richard Heath, Regis Heuschkel, Frederick Hinnebusch, Alan Morris, 
Flavian Morry, Edward Fallon, Stephen Murray, Hilary Kenny, Valerian Town- 
send, William Hill, Andrew Stickle and Gerard Maley. 

On September 30, the Most Rev. Michael J. Keyes, D.D., Titular Bishop of 
Areopolis, ordained the following Brothers to the Subdiaconate: Louis Durell, John 
Outwater, Michael Murphy, Linus Sullivan, Kevin Connolly, Ferrer Kopfman, 
Theophane O’Brien, Jerome Conroy, Timothy Carney, Xavier Schwartz, Denis 
Plamondon, Terence O'Shaughnessy, Sylvester Willoughby, Adrian Dionne, Vincent 
Ferrer McHenry, John Dominic Scanlon, Urban Voll, Gregory Mullaney, Hyacinth 
Putz and Maurice Gaffney. 


The Dominican Parish of St. Catherine of Siera in New York City, 

GOLDEN opened up, on Nov. 16, a week-long celebration of its 50th anniver- 
JUBILEE sary with a Solemn High Mass at which His Eminence Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York, presided. The cele- 

brant of the Mass was the Very Rev. T. M. O'Connor, O.P., pastor and prior of 
St. Catherine's, assisted by the Very Rev. R. M. McDermott, O.P., former pastor 
and prior of St. Catherine’s and now pastor and prior of Holy Name Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., as deacon, and the Very Rev. W. D. Marrin, O.P., pastor and prior 
of St. Vincent Ferrer's in New York City, as subdeacon. The sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Ignatius Smith, O.P., dean of the School of Philosophy at Catholic 
University and former pastor and prior of St. Catherine’s. The Very Rev. T. S. 
McDermott, O.P., Provincial, and a large number of Dominican Fathers and Broth- 
ers were present in the sanctuary. Other Masses celebrated throughout the week 
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were: on Nov. 17 for the living members of the parish; on Nov. 18 for the dead 
of World Wars I and II; and the children’s Mass on Nov. 19. 


The Most Reverend Vincent S. Waters, D.D., Bishop of Raleigh 
DEDICATION. dedicated the new Church of St. Monica in Raleigh, N. C., on 

Nov. 27. The Church which is of Quonset hut construction is the 
first Church which the mission, established for the Negro population in 1931, has 
had. The building of the Church crowns the labors of the Rev. Walter J. Tierney, 
O.P., who took over the mission in 1940, and his assistant, the Rev. John S. 
Dillon, O.P. 


A School of Theology for Laymen has been instituted by the 

THEOLOGICAL Theological Faculty of the Dominican House of Studies at Wash- 

SCHOOL ington. The course will consist of informal lectures and open dis- 

cussions of the various topics under consideration. Courses are 

already being conducted by the Very Rev. Walter Farrell, O.P., on the Companion 

to the Summa and by the Rev. Ferrer Smith, O.P., on Contemporary Philosophy. 
Close to 600 people are enrolled in each course. 


On October 8, the Provincial Chapter met in the Dominican House 
PROVINCIAL of Studies, Washington, D. C. The following are the Capitular 
CHAPTER Fathers: The Very Reverend Ignatius Litzinger, O.P., Vicar of 
the Province; the Very Reverend Fathers, Diffinitors: Joseph Mc- 
Laughlin, O.P., Edward O’Hearn, O.P., Francis Monroe, O.P., Robert Slavin, 
O.P.; the Very Reverend Fathers, Priors: Pius Johannsen, O.P., Bernard Walsh, 
O.P., Anthony Foley, O.P., Dalmatius Marrin, O.P., Paschal Shaffer, O.P., Basil 
Davidson, O.P., Raymond Burnell, O.P., Matthew O’Connor, O.P., Mannes Mc- 
Dermott, O.P., and James Conaty, O.P.; the Very Reverend Fathers, Masters of 
Sacred Theology: Francis O’Daniel, O.P., Lawrence McMahon, O.P., Gregory Fitz- 
gerald, O.P., Jerome Callan, O.P., Ambrose McHugh, O.P., and Celestine Daly, 
O.P.; the Very Reverend Fathers, Ex-Provincials: Raymond Meagher, O.P., Leo 
Heagen, O.P., and Stephen McDermott, O.P.; the Very Rev. Albert Drexelius, 
O.P:, Privileged Ex-Master of Students; the Very Reverend Fathers, Preachers Gen- 
eral: Henry Healy, O.P., Louis Rumaggi, O.P., Lawrence Finnerty, O.P., Berch- 
mans Logan, O.P., Anthony Maher, O.P., Hugh Welsh, O.P., and Paul Doane, 
O.P. The Very Reverend Fathers Clement Thuente, O.P., and Edward Brennan, 
O.P., were excused. 

The Reverend Fathers, Socii to Priors: William Owens, O.P., David Donovan, 
O.P., Andrew Nowlen, O.P., Camillus Boyd, O.P., Louis Mitchell, O.P., Ignatius 
Smith, O.P., Callistus Andres, O.P., Philip Hyland, O.P., Leo Farrell, O.P., Pius 
Alger, O.P., Antoninus Brady, O.P., and Damian Schneider, O.P.; The Reverend 
Fathers, Delegates: Maurice O'Leary, O.P., Luke Weiland, O.P., Bertrand Gorman, 
O.P., Arthur Kelly, O.P., Bernadine McCarthy, O.P., and Aquinas Hinnebusch, O.P. 

The Chapter postulated the re-election of the Very Rev. T. S. McDermott, O.P., 
as Provincial. The postulation was confirmed at Rome. 


On September 11, Brothers Leo Patten, Paul Haas, Robert Gannon 
SIMPLE and Fabian Cunningham made their simple profession into the 
PROFESSION hands of the Very Rev. L. P. Johannsen, O.P., Prior of the Con- 
vent of St. Rose, Springfield, Kentucky. 
On October 6, Brother Peter Gearhart made his simple profession. 
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SAINT ALBERT'S PROVINCE 


The Fathers and Brothers of the Province extend their prayers and 
SYMPATHY sympathy to the Rev. J. B. Walker, O.P., on the death of his 
mother. 


The following novices recently made simple profession in the 
PROFESSIONS presence of the Very Rev. J. E. Marr, O.P., Prior: September 16, 

Brother Jerome Becker; September 13, Brother Jordan Bishop; 
September 18, Brother Giles Klapperick and Brother Stephen Smithers; September 
13, Brother Barnabas Unruh made solemn profession. 


The Rev. W. J. Bresnahan, O.P., has been appointed pastor and 
APPOINTMENTS superior of St. Chrysostom’s, Canton, S. D. 


Ordinations were held in the chapel of the House of Studies on 
OrRDINATIONS October 23 and 24. The orders were conferred by the Most Rev. 

William D. O’Brien, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, on the 
following: 

Tonsure, Porter, and Lector: Brothers Thomas Sanner, Bartholomew Walsh, 
Martin Hopkins, James Whalen, Joachim Pender, Lawrence Kearney, and Barnabas 
Unruh. 

Diaconate: Reverend Brothers Joseph Angers, Benedict Ashley, John Marie 
Coburn, Patrick Brady, William Sherman, Timothy Froendhoff, Jude Nogar, Denis 
McAuliffe, Anthony Nadeau, and Clement McAndrew. 


The Thomist Association opened its tenth year of lectures on Sun- 
THOMIST day, October 21. Nine Fathers from the House of Studies will 
ASSOCIATION give courses in seven cities. Three courses will be given in Chicago 
and one each in Springfield, Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha, Apple- 

ton, and Oshkosh. 


On July 16, the Very Rev. J. E. Marr, O.P., Prior, clothed Brother 
RECEPTION Matthias Simlik in the habit of the Order. 


HOLY NAME PROVINCE 


The Fathers and Brothers of the Province extend their prayers and 
SYMPATHY sympathy to the Rev. P. J. Redmond, O.P., on the death of his 
mother, and to Bro. Michael Blanchard, O.P., laybrother, on the 

death of his father. 


On September 9, 1947, the Very Rev. Gerard Martin, O.P., Prior 

RECEPTION AND of the Convent of the Immaculate Conception, Ross, California, 

PROFESSION clothed the following novices in the habit: Brothers Fabian Par- 
misano, Eugene O’Brien, Urban Bates, and Clement Buchanan. 

On the same day Father Martin received the simple profession of Bro. John 

Klaia, O.P. 
On September 14, 1947, at St. Albert’s College, Oakland, Bro. Hyacinth 
Carley, O.P., laybrother, received the habit from the Very Rev. P. C. Curran, O.P. 


The members of the Holy Name Province offer congratulations to 
ANNIVERSARY the Rev. J. D. Maher, O.P., who on September 22, at Ross, Cali- 

fornia, celebrated the seventieth anniversary of his ordination to 
the holy Priesthood. 
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SISTERS’ CHRONICLE 


Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Akron, Ohio 


August 4. His Excellency, Most Rev. Floyd L. Begin, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Cleveland, officiated at a Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated in the Convent Chapel 
to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of Sister M. Stella, O.P. 

September 13. Sister M. Francis Harding, O.P., passed to her eternal reward 
in the fifteenth year of her religious profession. R.I.P. 

September 21. The Catholic Daughters of America held their annual day of 
recollection at Our Lady of the Elms. The retreat was conducted by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Cosgrove, assistant at St. Vincent Church, Akron. 


Dominican Sisters of the Perpetual Rosary, Union City, N. J. 


October 4. The Community was honored by a visit from the Most Rev. Arch- 
bishop Mar Ivanios, Metropolitan of Trivandrum, India. His Excellency gave a 
short talk on his work in the Orient. 

The Rev. T. P. Dowd, O.P., conducted the services on Rosary Sunday and 
preached the sermon. 

October 17-26. The Community retreat was preached by the Rev. V. C. 
Donovan, O.P. 


St. Catherine Convent, Fall River, Mass. 


On August 4, Feast of St. Dominic, the following Sisters celebrated their 
silver jubilee of religious profession: Sr. Henry Dominic, O.P., Sr. Marie Con- 
stant, O.P., Sr. Jeanne d’Arc, O.P., and Sr. M. Ignatius, O.P. 

At the close of the summer session at St. Michael’s College, Winooski, Ver- 
mont, Sisters M. Matthew, O.P., Jeanne Marie, O.P., and Pauline, O.P., received 
their degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

August 29. Three postulants received the habit. 

September 23. The newly elected Provincial of St. Dominic's Province, 
Canada, the Very Rev. Gerard Pare, O.P., visited the Motherhouse. 


Dominican Sisters of the Sick Poor, New York, N. Y. 


August 31-September 9. Rev. F. N. Wendell, O.P., conducted the annual 
retreat. At its close, Miss Vera Troski (Sister Joseph Maria) and Miss Eleanor Piat 
(Sister M. Christopher) were clothed with the Habit, and Sister M. Imelda and 
Sister M. Bridgid pronounced their perpetual vows. Father Wendell presided at 
the ceremonies and preached the sermon for the occasion. 

Other priests present were: Rev. Joseph H. Crew, Pastor of St. Ann’s Church, 
Bronx; Rev. W. A. Darcy, Rev. Thomas A. Donnellan, Rev. J. J. Gordon, Rev. 
M. F. Dwyer, Rev. W. J. Ward, Rev. J. S. Kennedy, O.P., and the Rev. J. J. 
Durkin, O.P., chaplain. 


Congregation of the Queen of the Holy Rosary, Mission San Jose, Cal. 

October 11. Sister M. Henrietta, O.P., prioress of St. Albert’s School for 
boys, Ukiah, read a paper on The Problem Child in the Institution before the Na- 
tional Catholic Charities Convention, meeting this year in New Orleans. She was 
accompanied by Sister M. Louise, O.P., General School Directress. 
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On the feast of the Patronage of St. Thomas, a symposium was held at Queen 
of the Holy Rosary College on the subject, St. Thomas, Poet of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. The program was given in honor of Rt. Rev. William M. Burke, director of 
St. Vincent's School for boys, San Rafael, who has recently been appointed a mem- 
ber of the Papal household. 

November 25 marked the Silver Jubilee of the Papal approbation of the Con- 
stitutions of the Congregation. For the occasion the student Sisters presented an 
original operetta, Upon This Rock, sketching the history of the Congregation for 
the assembled community. 


Mt. St. Dominic, Caldwell, N. J. 


On our Holy Father’s feast, a Solemn High-Mass was sung by Rev. P. C. 
Perrotta, O.P. On the same day eight Sisters celebrated the Silver Jubilee of 
Profession. 

Recently nine postulants were invested in the Habit and six novices pro- 
nounced their first vows. Ten Sisters made their final vows. 

The Third Order Dominican Chapter of Caldwell College presented an original 
drama, The Last Pope, in the auditorium. Rev. P. C. Perrotta, O.P., was the author 
and director. 

At the close of Mission Week, Very Rev. Msgr. M. W. Stanton, Archbishop 
Director of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, honored the college with 
a talk and a moving picture on mission life in Alaska. 

The following Sisters have been called to their eternal reward: Sister M. 
Charles, O.P., Sister Bertrand, O.P., Sister Anselma, O.P., Sister Reginald, O.P., 
and Sister Rosita, O.P. R.I.P. 


. 


Congregation of the Most Holy Cross, Everett, Wash. 


August 23. The silver jubilee of Sister M. Rose Therese, O.P., of St. Joseph 
Hospital, Aberdeen, Wash., was celebrated at the Motherhouse in Everett. 

August 18-21. Three Sisters from Seattle attended the sixth annual Liturgical 
Conference at Portland, Oregon. 

In October, four Sisters left for Menlo Park, Calif., to staff the new retreat 
house Vallambrosa, opened for young women by the San Francisco Archdiocese. 

Rev. L. M. Osbourn, O.P., of Oakland, Calif., conducted the retreat for young 
women at the Motherhouse, October 17-19. 

The third annual Sisters retreat for the year was conducted by Rev. J. J. Walsh, 
O.P., of California. Two Sisters pronounced first vows at the closing of the retreat. 

Sister Jerome Mary, O.P., entered St. Theresa’s College, in Winona, Wisc., 
in October, where she will remain for the school year. 


Monastery of Our Lady of the Rosary, Summit, N. J. 


October 5. The 27th solemn Rosary Sunday Pilgrimage was kept with an out- 
door procession through the grounds led by the Very Rev. H. H. Welsh, O.P., P.G., 
of St. Catherine of Siena’s Priory, New York. Later in the chapel, there took place 
the blessing of the roses, sermon and Solemn Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. Rev. M. T. McGlynn, O.P., of Providence College, preached the sermon. 
The Rév. Edward L. Phillips, chaplain of the monastery, conducted the devotions. 

September 20-29. Rev. J. H. Hartnett, O.P., was a guest of the monastery 
while Father Phillips was attending the Eucharistic Congress at Buffalo. 
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October 9-11. Rev. A. P. McEvoy, O.P., and Rev. T. C. Nagle, O.P., were 
guests of the monsatery. 

November 3-12. The annual Community Retreat was conducted by Rev. A. B. 
Dionne, O.P. 


Sisters of St. Dominic, Racine, Wisc. 


Rev. G. R. Lane, O.P., conducted the Retreat before the feast of St. Dominic. 
Rev. T. J. Kinsella, O.P., conducted the second summer Retreat, August 7-14. 

Msgr. John J. Shanahan, St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Milwaukee, officiated 
at the Investiture ceremonies on August 4, at which thirteen postulants received the 
habit of the Order. 

August 5. Seven novices pronounced their first vows and eleven Sisters their 
final vows. On the following day, Sister M. Scholastica, O.P., celebrated the dia- 
mond jubilee of her Profession and Sister M. Hedwig, O.P., and Sister M. Antonia, 
O.P., their golden jubilee. Twelve Sisters observed their silver jubilee on the 
same day. 

Very Rev. W. R. Lawler, O.P., gave a Retreat for Dominican Tertiaries at St. 
Catherine’s, August 22-24. 

September 2. Sister M. Donata Van Zeeland, O.P., died in the fiftieth year 
of her religious profession. R.I.P. 


St. Mary of the Springs, Columbus, Ohio 


Elections by the General Council included Sister M. Virginia, O.P., Prioress 
of St. Mary of the Springs; Sister Margaret Mary, O.P., Novice Mistress; Sister M. 
Angelita, O.P., President, and Sister M. Borromeo, O.P., Dean of the College of 
St. Mary of the Springs; Sister M. Irmina, O.P., President and Prioress, and Sister 
M. Francis De Sales, O.P., Dean, of Albertus Magnus College, New Haven, Con- 
necticut. 

The Congregation is now teaching in three newly-established parochial schools: 
Christ the King School and Our Lady of Peace School, both in Columbus; and St. 
Anne School, Sante Fe, New Mexico. 

Mother M. Bernardine, O.P., Sister M. Aloyse, O.P., and Sister M. Philomena, 
O.P., recently visited the mission schools of the Congregation in Texas and New 
Mexico. 

September 2-5. Sister M. Thomas Aquin, O.P., and Sister Margaret Ann, 
O.P., attended the Eighth Annual Conference of the Institutum Divi Thomae in 
Cincinnati. Both presented papers on their research in cancer. 

October 11. Sister Angelita, O.P., and Sister Borromeo, O.P., attended the 
Regional Conference of the International Federation of Catholic Alumnae held in 
Cincinnati. 

October 10. The Forty-fifth Annual Meeting of Catholic School Principals 
and Teachers for the Diocese of Columbus was held on the campus of the College 
of St. Mary of the Springs. Speakers for the occasion included His Excellency, 
Most Rev. Michael J. Ready, Bishop of Columbus. 


Foreign Mission Sisters of St. Dominic, Maryknoll, N. Y. 


The Maryknoll Sisters opened a new novitiate, the first one they have ever 
had outside of the Motherhouse at Maryknoll, N. Y., at Valley Park, Missouri, in 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis. Sixty postulants entered the congregation here. 
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The first Mass in the house was celebrated by his Excellency, Most Rev. Joseph 
E. Ritter, Archbishop of St. Louis, on October 7. In the afternon of the same day, 
His Excellency, Most Rev. John P. Cody, Auxiliary Bishop of the same Archdio- 
cese, presided at the formal opening, reception and Benediction. Mother Mary Jo- 
seph and Mother Mary Columba, Superior General, were present for the occasion. 
The novitiate has been named for Our Lady of Maryknoll. 

Both novitiates have condidates from the country as a whole, nor is there any 
division into provinces. The 1947 group of postulants number ninety-nine, repre- 
senting twenty-three States, Hawaii, Canada, Guatamala, the Philippines, Puerto 
Rico and Panama. 

The Maryknoll Sisters have recently undertaken the management of Victorias 
Hospital at Manapla, Occidental Negros, Philippines. Eight Sisters, most of them 
well experienced in Philippine hospital work, have been assigned to reopen the 
hospital and begin work there in the early part of 1948. 

Although in operation before the war, the hospital, designed chiefly to care 
for laborers on the sugar haciendas of the island, must begin all over again on 
account of looting and destruction during the war years. 


St. Catharine of Siena Convent, St. Catharine, Ky. 


The Golden Jubilee of Sister Baptista, O.P., and the Silver Jubilee of Sisters 
Charlesetta, O.P., Genevieve, O.P., Jamesetta, O.P., Oliver, O.P., and Victoria, 
O.P., were celebrated August 4. 

The summer retreat was conducted by Very Rev. J. A. Foley, O.P. 

Reception to the habit for nine postulants was held August 14. Ten novices 
made first profession August 15. Rev. J. R. Clark, O.P., chaplain, officiated at both 
ceremonies. The sermon for each occasion was preached by Very Rev. J. A. 
Foley, O.P. 

Added to the usual summer program of college courses for Sisters was a course 
in natural theology given by Rev. T. E. D. Hennessy, O.P. 

Three elementary schools opened this fall under the care of the Sisters, are in 
Fulton, Ky., in Hopkinsville, Ky., and in Campti, La. 

Recent visitors to St. Catharine were Most Rev. James A. Duffy, retired Bishop 
of Grand Island, Nebr.; Rev. Paul F. Izzo, S.J., Holy Cross College, Worcester, 
Mass.; Rev. M. A. Feeney, Greeley, Nebr.; and Rev. J. Skeehan, Rapid City, S. 
Dakota. 

Work by the Sisters who are writing and editing Catholic textbooks has been 
completed on a Primary Numbers Workbook, by Sisters Ethelreda, O.P., and 
Benita, O.P. 

November 4. Rev. Theophane McGuire, C.P., noted missionary, writer and 
lecturer, gave a lecture on Communism to an audience of the Sisters and students. 

December 5. Brother George Shuster, S.M., well-known educator, writer 
and lecturer, gave a lecture on Catholic Literature. 


St. Cecilia Congregation, Nashville, Tenn. 


The Dominican Sisters of the St. Cecilia Congregation assumed charge of St. 
Thomas School, Memphis, this fall. The school, composed of kindergarten, ele- 
mentary school, and high school, is one of the largest parochial schools in the 
Nashville diocese. Steps are being taken to have the high school department ac- 
credited by the Southern Association of Secondary Schools. 

October 23. The Nashville English Club held its first meeting of the current 
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school year at St. Cecilia Academy. Mrs. Eleanor D. Fossick, president of the Moth- 
ers Club, was the principal speaker of the afternoon. Her subject was: Writing for 
Radio. 

October 28. A Rosary program in which all the students of the Academy 

participated, was held in the auditorium. A picture of Our Lady of Fatima was 
on display on the stage, and the mysteries of the Rosary were typified by living 
pictures. . 
November 9-15. Catholic Book Week was carried out by the faculty and 
students of the Academy. Book displays in the library, book reviews and discussions 
during the English class periods, and a general Catholic Book program were main 
features of the week’s observance. 

Sister Roberta, O.P., principal of St. Cecilia Academy, and Sister Dorothea, 
O.P., principal of Notre Dame School, Chattanooga, attended the meeting of the 
Southern Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges held in Louisville, the 
first week in December. 

The Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary of St. Cecilia Academy held its 
annual bazaar during December. The proceeds of the bazaar are given to home 
and foreign Missions. 


Immaculate Conception Convent, Great Bend, Kans. 


May 29. Sister M. Emeline, O.P., R.N., Assistant Instructor of the St. Rose 
Hospital Nursing School, received her B.S. degree with a major in biology from 
St. Mary’s College, Leavenworth, Kans. 

August 4-13. The Rev. J. J. Regan, O.P., conducted a Retreat at the Mother- 
house. At the close of the Spiritual Exercises, eight candidates received the Habit, 
four novices pronounced first vows, and two Sisters made their final vows. On the 
same day Sisters M. Benigna, O.P., M. Cunigunda, O.P., M. Benedicta, O.P., and 
M. Perpetua, O.P., celebrated their silver jubilee of Religious Profession. The Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. King of Andale, Kans., presided at the ceremonies. 

August 24-30. Sisters M. Theodosia, O.P., and Sisters M. Emeline, O.P., 
attended the summer school session of Catholic Action, held at the Morrison 
Hotel, Chicago. 

September 30. His Excellency, Most Rev. Mark K. Carroll, new Bishop of 
the Wichita Diocese, honored the Community with a visit. In the evening His 
Excellency officiated for the Benediction services and spent the recreation period 
with the Sisters. 

September 22-25. Sister M. Florence, O.P., and M. Hilaria; O.P., attended 
the forty-ninth annual convention of the American Hospital Association and the 
14th annual convention of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists, in 
St. Louis. 

October 16-18. Sister M. Aquinata, O.P., and Sister M. Germaine, O.P., at- 
tended the Nurses Administrators’ meeting, held at Wichita. 

On October 9, and 16, anniversaries of the deaths of Mother M. Rose, O.P., 
and Mother M. Seraphine, O.P., a Missa Cantata was offered for the repose of 
their souls. 


Congregation of the Most Holy Rosary, Sinsinawa, Wisc. 


In mid-August, Rev. R. W. Mulvey, O.P., was appointed assistant chaplain at 
St. Clara, succeeding Rev. J. A. Eulberg, O.P., who was assigned to St. Dominic’s 
Denver. 
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Rev. P. J. M. Clancy, O.P., preached the Academy pupils’ pre-Rosary Sunday 
annual retreat. 

During September the Sisters welcomed as week-end guest the Rev. J. D. 
Kavanaugh, O.P., former chaplain, who is now at St. Pius Convent, Chicago. 

The distinguished English writer, Rev. Gerald Vann, O.P., was guest-speaker 
to various groups at the Motherhouse during the last week-end of October. 

October 19. Rev. J. B. Connolly, O.P., chaplain, sang a high Mass of Ex- 
position in thanksgiving for the confirmation recently received from Rome of our 
privilege of having daily Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament, in perpetuum. 

On the Feast of Christ the King, His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch, Arch- 
bishop of Chicago, honored St. Clara by a visit, his first visit in the new Diocese 
of Madison. In the Cardinalatial party were also Archbishop Rohlmann and Coad- 
jutor-Bishop Fitzgerald of Dubuque; Auxiliary Bishop W. A. O’Brien of Chicago; 
Coadjutor J. M. Mueller of Sioux City; and our own Ordinary, Bishop O’Connor 
of Madison. In a brilliant discourse in which were mingled thoughts prompted by 
the Feast and by the century-old traditions of the Mound, His Eminence paid 
tribute to our Founder, praising Father Mazzuchelli not only for what he had 
accomplished but also for “the dream’, unfinished, he left us to share.” The 
Cardinal officiated at Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

For a second year the semi-annual, regional meetings of our grade-teachers’ 
organization, the Sinsinawa Dominican Educational Conference, began in various 
centers during the Thanksgiving recess. The theme to be developed by discussion 
and demonstration is Religion in the Curriculum. 


Congregation of St. Mary, New Orleans, La. 


More than a hundred Dominican High School students formed a unit in the 
choir of sixteen hundred Catholic school children who, under the direction of Rev. 
Robert Stahl, $.M., sang the Mass at the opening of the National Catholic Charities 
Conference, when His Eminence Cardinal Spellman officiated at the Solemn Pontifi- 
cal Mass in the Municipal auditorium. 

Forty-three Sisters, delegates to the Conference, were guests of St. Mary’s Do- 
minican college. 

While in the United States Rev. Dennis Fitzgerald, O.P., of New Granada, 
B.W.I., spoke to the community on Dominican Life in the Indies. 

In November Rev. Gerald Vann, O.P., noted English writer and lacturer, was 
the guest of the college and delivered an inspiring lecture on Man, the Maker. 

Deeply appreciated was the visit of the Very Rev. R. E. Kavanah, O.P., pastor 
of Holy Rosary Church, Houston, Texas. For the past nine years, Fr. Kavanah served 
as Professor of religion and economics on the college faculty, and his election as 
pastor was a great loss to the community. 

Rev. J. G. Masterson, O.P., addressed the students and guests on the Signifi- 
cance of the Academic Garb at the investiture ceremonies on Cap and Gown Day. 

Forty-Hours Devetions began at Rosaryville on Rosary Sunday, and during 
the devotions sermons were given by the Very Rev. B. A. Arend, O.P., Rev. J. S. 
Angers, O.P., and the Rev. J. H. McHatton, O.P. 

Rev. J. R. Comeau, O.P., gave the Solemn Benediction on the college campus 
after the Rosary Procession. Very Rev. R. M. McDermott, O.P., and Rev. J. G. 
Masterson, O.P., were the assisting priests. Fr. McDermott delivered the sermon on 
Mary, the Mother of God. 

Rev. J. G. Masterson, O.P., was the celebrant of the Mass and greeted the 
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alumnae on their annual Home-Coming Day, which was marked by the largest at- 
tendance in fifteen yéars. 

Under the supervision of Sister M. Louise, O.P., and sponsored by the Future 
Teachers of America, a Handwriting Forum was conducted by Miss Nelle Atsberger, 
M.A., in mid-November at the college. 


Queen of the Rosary Convent, Amityville, N. Y. 


Delegations of Sisters from St. Catherine’s and Mary Immaculate Hospitals 
attended the Hospital Convention in Boston and Schools of Nursing Convention in 
Seattle, Wash. 

Forty-two young ladies entered the Queen of the Rosary Novitiate. 

Rev. Mother Anselm, O.P., Prioress General, Mother Matilda, Mother Pul- 
cheria, and Sister Honorata represented the Community at the Eucharistic Congress 
in Buffalo, and at the same time greeted our cloistered Sisters in Buffalo. 

At the National Conference of Catholic Charities, New Orleans, Sister Joan 
Margaret, O.P., presented an institutional program for the aged with particular 
emphasis on intake policies, health and leisure-time programs, and care for aged 
couples. 

His Excellency, Most Rev. James P. Davis, Bishop of San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
visited the Motherhouse and Novitiate at Amityville. 

His Excellency, Most Rev. Francis T. Roche, S.J., Bishop of Tuticoram, India, 
whose ancestors were baptized by St. Francis Xaxier, visited St. Catherine’s Hos- 
pital and various Convents of the Congregation. Bishop Roche is the first Bishop 
of the Latin Rite to be consecrated in India. 

The Sisters of Holy Rosary Convent, Yauco, Puerto Rico, attended the installa- 
tion ceremonies of His Excellency, Most Rev. James E. McManus, C.SS.R., Bishop 
of Ponce, Puerto Rico, in the Cathedral of his See, dedicated to our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

Sister M. Rose Gertrude, O.P., was elected a member of the Executive Board 
and Sister Dorothy, O.P., was elected Chairman of the Regional Chapter of the 
National Business Education Association. 

Dr. J. Taiiath, Superintendent of the General Hospital, Travancore, S. India, 
is observing in the Departments of Surgery and Plastic Surgery in St. Catherine's 
Hospital. 

Groups of Sisters from various convents of the Congregation attended the 
Solemn Ceremonies in honor of the Canonization of St. Louis Marie de Montfort, 
Dominican Tertiary, on Rosary Sunday, in Our Lady Gate of Heaven Church, in 
charge of the De Montfort Fathers. 

Sisters of the Congregation are attending Graduate Classes in the Catholic 
University, Fordham University, St. John’s University, St. Joseph’s College and 
various other Colleges and Universities. 


Congregation of St. Catherine di Ricci, Albany, N. Y. 


A series of lectures is being presented at Our Lady of Prouille Retreat House, 
Elkins Park, during the fall and winter months of 1947-48, to give our friends 
who are not of the faith a simple and clear explanation of the doctrines and prac- 
tices of the Catholic Church. These lectures were designed to inform those who 
seriously desire to possess a clear understanding of the Church’s principles, so that 
they will know what a Catholic does or does not believe. Three of these lectures 
have already been addressed to an enthusiastic and well-attended gathering: The 
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Word in the Flesh, presented by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Cletus J. Benjamin, D.D.; The 
Word in the World, by the Rev. Howard P. Lawton; The Message of the Word, 
by the Rev. J. J. McLarney, O.P. Since these lectures are given to inform and to 
educate, they are of non-controversial, non-proselytizing character. 

In Elkins Park, Rosary Sunday was celebrated according to Dominican custom 
with a procession to Our Lady’s shrine in the afternoon where roses were blessed 
and distributed to 125 retreatants who participated in the ceremony. Rev. P. F. 
Mulhern, O.P., spoke on the beauty of Our Lady and the miraculous power of 
her rosary. 

‘At the Loretta, Dayton, Ohio, Rev. J. S. McCormack, O.P., conducted a Day 
of Recollection for members of the Third Order on Rosary Sunday. 

September 6. Sister M. Clara, O.P., celebrated the golden jubilee of her 
religious profession at the convent of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Albany, N. Y. 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. McGinn sang the solemn high Mass and Rev. J. I. McGuiness, O.P., 
delivered the sermon. 

The curriculum of the fourth year high school students of the American Do- 
minican Academy, Havana, Cuba, includes a marriage course which is being given 
by Rev. Victor Ortino, O.S.A., Dr. Carlo Fernandez, and Senorita Sanmiquel. This 
course, the first of its kind to be taught in any academy or college in Havana, was 
begun last year as an experiment. It proved so successful that several other schools 
are taking steps to have the course introduced into their curriculum. 

September 29. His Excellency, the Most Rev. Antonio Taffi, Apostolic Dele- 
gate to Cuba, visited the American Dominican Academy. His Excellency spoke to 
the faculty of his plan for a special day dedicated to honoring the Pope, so that 
each school in Havana will have its own day to pay homage to Our Holy Father 
which will take place sometime in March. 

November 3. Sister M. Angela, O.P., passed to her reward at Our Lady of 
Victory Convent, Philadelphia, in the 55th year of her religious profession. 


Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary, Rome, Italy 
(American Foundation) 


October 10. His Paternity, Most Rev. Emmanuel Suarez, Master General of 
the Order of Preachers, celebrated a Solemn High Mass—the first in the recently 
completed Monastery Church of Our Lady of the Rosary in the Monastery of the 
Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary on the Janiculum Hill in Rome; Father 
General was assisted by the Most Rev. P. A. Skehan, O.P., Procurator General of 
the Order and by Very Rev. T. A. Garde, O.P., Prior of the Athenaeum Angelicum, 
acting as Deacon and Subdeacon respectively. Also present as guests of the Nuns 
were twenty-five other Dominican dignitaries. The singing of the Mass was rendered 
by a Choir of Fathers from Santa Sabina and San Clemente, under the direction of 
Father Pius Bonhomme, Cantor of Santa Sabina. In singing the Ordinary, the Nuns 
alternated with the Fathers. 

On October 23rd which marked the fourth Centenary of St. Louis Bertrand’s 
First Mass, His Excellency, Most Rev. Aloysius Traglia, titular Archbishop of 
Coesarea and Vicegerent of the Vicariate of Rome, solemnly consecrated 
the same Church in an impressive ceremony which lasted three and a_ half 
hours and was terminated by Solemn Pontifical Mass; His Excellency was assisted 
by the Barnabite Fathers and students of the nearby Colege of St. Anthony Zac- 
caria. Most Rev. P. A. Skehan attended the ceremonies of Consecration as the rep- 
resentative of Most Rev. Emmanuel Suarez, O.P., and received from the Conse- 
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crating Prelate the consignment of the new church. Guests of the Nuns on this 
occasion included four Dominican Fathers of the Province of the Most Holy Name 
of Jesus, Rev. Father Burns, Vice Rector, and Rev. Father Lacey, Economo of the 
North American College, together with several Secular, Franciscan and Servite 
Priests and Clerics. The new Monastery Church, delicately beautiful in its sim- 
plicity, is a gem of beautiful marble and paintings. The cupola over the Sanctuary 
is decorated with symbols of.the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary entwined in a 
large Rosary of red, white and yellow roses originally designed by the Venerable 
Founder of the Perpetual Rosary Nuns, Father Saintourens, O.P. On either side of 
the Apse is a life-size fresco of St. Dominic and St. Louis Bertrand. On the four 
corners of the sanctuary Arches are frescoes of the four Evangelists; these are the 
work of Professors Erdi Bros. of Rome. 

This Monastery formerly of the Cloistered Contemplative Third Order is 
now together with Camden and Syracuse Monasteries, one of a Federation of Sec- 
ond Order Perpetual Rosary Monasteries with its own Constitutional obligation 
of the perpetual recitation of the Rosary day and night in the presence of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament and the propagation of the Perpetual Rosary among the faithful. 

On Sunday, October 26th, all the Nuns of this Monastery made profession of 
Solemn Vows. His Eminence Cardinal Aloysius Lavitrano, Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation of Religious, assisted by the Most Rev. Procurator General, Father 
Skehan, and the Ex-Procurator General, Father Caterini, received the Solemn pro- 
fession of Very Rev. Mother M. Louis Bertrand. The Cardinal was then formally 
received in the Monastery where he gave a beautiful response to a welcoming ad- 
dress, and, after a pleasant visit, left for a function elsewhere, accompanied by 
several of the Monsignori of the Sacred Congregation of Religious. The Most Rev. 
Paul A. Skehan, O.P., Procurator General, as Delegate of His Paternity, the Master 
General, then presided at the Solemn Profession of the Community, after which 
Father gave a very encouraging message from Father General which together with 
the expression of his own sentiments and congratulations gave great joy to all 
present. The Most Rev. Procurator General then officiated at Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and read the Decree of the Holy See imposing Papal En- 
closure. 








